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SUMMARY OF WEATHER CONDITIONS 
(F rom U.  S .  Weather  Bureau  Repor t s  (C leve land  Hopk ins  A i rpo r t )  

September  -  Much above  norma l  t empera tu res  p reva i l ed  the  f i r s t  ten  and  l a s t  11
  days .  In  the  m idd l e  th i r d ,  t empera tu res  we re  much  be low  norma l .  On
  the  17 th  and  18 th ,  l i gh t  f ros t  occu r red  in  mos t  a reas  away  f rom Lake  
  E r ie .  Ra in fa l l  t o ta l ing  3 .07  inches  was  about  norma l ,  bu t  mos t  o f  i t
  f e l l  on  the  f i r s t  and  la s t  day  of  the  month.  

October  - Tempera tu res  ave raged  no rma l ,  though  i t  was  gene ra l l y  qu i t e  coo l  

 subsequent  to  the  10 th .  The  f i r s t  f r eeze  occu r red  on  the  19 th ,  and 


 t he  f i r s t  snowfa l l  on the  27 th .  P rec ip i t a t i on  o f  3 .57  i nches  was  1 .15   

 i n ches  above  no rma l .  


November  -  Co lder  than  norma l ,  w i th  new lows  recorded  on  the  17 th  and  18th .  A   

  read ing  o f  10°  on  the  18 th  se t  a  new low fo r  so  ear l y  in  the  season . 

  Snowfa l l  was  con f ined  ch ie f l y  to  the  l as t  week ,  but  was not  heavy 


except  in  the northern parts  of  Geauga and Lake Counties. 


*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

A l l  records,  observat ions,  and comments should be sent  to Donald L .  Newman, 

14174 Super io r  Road ,  C leve land  18 ,  Oh io .  
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COMMENT ON THE SEASON 

Water fow l .  In  the  C leve land  reg ion  the  Common Loon i s  a lmos t  inva r iab ly  seen  on  
wate r  ra ther  than  in  f l i gh t .  Thus  we have  l i t t l e  in fo rmat ion  about  i t s  m ig ra t ion .  Of  
unusua l  i n te res t ,  then ,  i s  a  repor t  o f  n ine l oons  in  two groups  about  f i ve  minu tes  
apar t  f l y ing  over  Cuyahoga County  A i rpor t  on  November  8  headed s l i gh t l y  eas t  o f  
south  (Henderson  e t  a l ) .  

       Co inc ident  w i th  the  passage  o f  a  co ld  f ron t  f rom ou t  o f  the  nor thwes t  on  
Oc tober  9 ,  the  f i r s t  f l i gh ts  o f  Canada  Geese  were  repor ted .  On the  morn ing  o f  tha t  
day  a  band o f  62  appea red  over  Nor th  H i l l ,  Ak ron  (S ta iger ) ,  and  a  f l ock  o f  65  ove r  
Chardon (Ku la ) .  A t  Cha rdon on  October  18 ,  a  f l i gh t  o f  40  Snow Geese  was  
observed  (Ku la ) ,  and  on  October  19 ,  a t  the  Sherw in  Pond in  Wa i te  H i l l ,  one  adu l t  
and  two immature  Snow Geese  and  11  B lue  Geese  jo ined  the  300  o r  more  Canada  
Geese  tha t  had  been feed ing  there  fo r  severa l  weeks .  These  Snow and B lue  Geese  
were  s t i l l  p resent  on  November  28  (Sherw in  and  F lan igan) .  Two Wh is t l i ng  Swans  
on  the  Upper  Shaker  Lake  on  Oc tober  31  were  the  f i r s t  repor ted  (Br i cke l ) ,  bu t  the  
f i r s t  s i zab le  f l ock  cons i s ted  o f  about  100  b i rds ,  i nc lud ing  many  immatures ,  seen  on  
November  3  a t  Lake  Rockwe l l  (S ta ige r ) .  

       In  Lake  County  on  November  13  and  14 ,  " t remendous  southbound mu l t ip le  
V ' s "  o f  Wh i te - f ron ted  Geese  and  o f  Snow Geese  — " thousands  o f  b i rds"  — passed  
over  Hang ing  Rock  Farm and env i rons  (Bo le ,  J r . ) .  Th i s  i s  the  f i r s t  t ime e i ther  o f  
these  spec ies  has  been  repor ted  in  such  numbers .  On November  15  and  17 ,  aga in  
in  Lake  County ,  there  was  a  southbound passage  o f  " l a rge ,  sky -cove r ing  mu l t ip le  
V ' s "  o f  Canada  Geese ,  and  on  November  17  a t  Corn ing  Lake ,  Ho lden  Arbore tum,  
some 250 Wh is t l i ng  Swans  s topped en  rou te  (Bo le ,  J r . ) .  

Hawks .  The  Rough- legged Hawk ,  wh ich  i s  a lways  an  uncommon la te  au tumn and 
w in te r  v i s i t o r ,  was  recorded  s ing ly  seven  t imes  th i s  au tumn f rom seven  separa te  
loca l i t i e s ,  i nc lud ing  an  unusua l l y  ea r l y  b i rd  near  Tw insbu rg  on  September  28  
(Hamann) .  These  seven  records  cont ras t  w i th  the  fo l l ow ing  da ta  showing  the  to ta l  
records  o f  occur rence  in  the  au tumn o f  each  o f  the  p rev ious  f i ve  years :  1954 ,  1 ;  
1955 ,  none;  1956 ,  2 ;  1957 ,  1 ;  1958 ,  1 .  

N igh thawks  and  Sw i f t s .  For  about  one  and one-ha l f  hours  a t  m ida f te rnoon on  
September  5 ,  a  p rocess ion  o f  Common N igh thawks  s t reamed ac ross  the  sky  a t  
Pen insu la  f rom nor theas t  to  southwes t .  Genera l l y  on ly  ten  to  15  b i rds  appeared  a t  
one  t ime,  bu t  once  a  f l ock  o f  50  passed  by .  In  a l l  the re  were  approx imate ly  175  
(Kn ight ) .  A t  sunse t  on  September  7 ,  more  than  a  hundred  N igh thawks  were  sa i l i ng  
and  dar t ing  l i ke  swa l lows  over  the  meadow in  Rocky  R ive r  Reserva t ion  (K lamm).  
Near  Mogadore  on  September  8 ,  about  300  N igh thawks  were  observed  in  m ig ra t ion  
(S ta iger ) .  

There  was  a  seeming  migra to ry  movement  o r  a t  l eas t  an  ex tens ive  ga ther ing  
togethe r  o f  Ch imney  Sw i f t s  in  the  l oca l i t y  o f  C leve land  on  Oc tober  13 ,  wh ich  was  a  
coo l ,  c l oudy  day  w i th  occas iona l  m is ty  d r i z z l e .  A t  about  2 :00  p .m.  tha t  day ,  some 
200 Sw i f t s  c r i s s -c rossed  the  sky  over  the  Wade Park -Un ive rs i t y  C i r c l e  a rea  
(DeSante) .  Be tween 4 :00  and  4 :45  p .  m.  sma l l  bands  o f  b i rds  were  seen  a long  o r  
near  the  l ake l ine  a t  va r ious  po in t s  be tween Rocky  R ive r  and  downtown C leve land .  
Over  the  l ake  jus t  nor th  o f  C leve land  C i ty  Ha l l ,  a  l a rge  f lock  o f  Sw i f t s  c i r c l ed  a t  a  
tower ing  he igh t ,  wh i l e  to  the  eas t  as  fa r  as  Rocke fe l l e r  Park  o ther ,  though 
sma l l e r ,  f l ocks  were  observed  (Newman) .  A f te r  Oc tober  13  the  Ch imney  Sw i f t  was  
not  repor ted  f rom the  immed ia te  l oca l i t y  o f  C leve land ,  and  fo r  the  reg ion  as  a  
who le  the  l as t  da te  o f  occur rence  was  Oc tobe r  18 .  
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B la ckb i r d s .  Ea r l y  on  t he  morn i ng  o f  Oc tobe r  17 ,  Redw inged  B l a ckb i r d s  i n  f l o cks  
o f  50  o r  more  f l ew  in  a  sou thwes te r l y  d i r e c t i on  ove r  We l come  A i r po r t ,  Rou te  8 .  
Du r ing  90  m inu tes  o f  obse r va t i on  an  e s t ima ted  1 ,900  b i r d s  we re  seen  "more  o r  
l e s s  even ly  spaced  i n  t ime  bu t  bunched  somewha t  a round  8 :00  a .m . "  
(Hende r son ) .  A  f i e l d  sou th  o f  Au ro ra  con ta ined  "abou t  an  a c re  o f  ma l e  
Redw ings " ,  pos s i b l y  a s  many  as  2 ,000  b i rd s ,  on  Novembe r  1 .  When  they  a ro se  en  
masse  t o  maneuve r  ove r  t he  f i e l d ,  t he  f l o ck  l ooked  l i k e  a  g i gan t i c  " sp i nn ing  t op  
whose  co l o r s  changed  w i t h  t he  speed ,  t he  s ca r l e t  a t  t imes  p redom ina t i ng  ove r  
t he  b la ck "  (Ca r ro the r s  and  Gaede ) .  An  es t ima ted  1 ,500  Redw inged  B l a ckb i r ds  and  
800  B rown-headed  Cowb i rd s  we re  f eed i ng  toge the r  i n  co rn f i e l d s  a l ong  Ha rpe r  
Road  i n  So lon  on  the  morn ing  o f  November  7 ,  wh i l e  i n  the  same  f i e l d s ,  t hough  
keep ing  sepa ra te  f r om the  o the r s ,  a  t housand  o r  more  Common  G rack l e s  we re  
a l so  f eed i ng .  By  m idmorn i ng  these  b i r d s  had  moved  on  in  a  sou the r l y  d i r e c t i on ,  
w i t h  t he  G rack l e s  s t i l l  r ema in ing  apa r t  f r om the  r e s t  o f  the  m ig ran t s  (Kn i gh t ) .  

Gene ra l  M ig ra to r y  Movemen t s .  "An  ou t s t and ing  m ig ra t i on  o f  wa rb l e r s  equa l  t o  
any  sp r ing t ime  movemen t  o c cu r r ed  on  Sep tembe r  12 ,  when  16  spec i e s  we re  
i den t i f i ed  — the  Magno l i a ,  B l a ck - th roa ted  G reen ,  Bay -b reas t ed  and  W i l son ' s  
Warb l e r s  p redom ina t ing .  Th i s  wave  o f  wa rb l e r s  was  a c compan ied  by  l a rge  
numbe r s  o f  Emp idonax  f l y ca t che r s  and  Wh i t e - t h roa ted  Spa r rows  a s  we l l  a s  by  a  
f ew  Swa in son ' s  Th rushes  and  ea r l y -a r r i v i ng  B rown  C reepe r s  and  S l a t e - co l o r ed  
Juncos .  The  concen t ra t i on  appea red  t o  be  a l ong  the  l ake f r on t  ( Lakewood  Pa r k )  
and  no t  t oo  f a r  i n l and "  (K l amm) .  The  nex t  day ,  Sep tembe r  13 ,  was  a l so  an  
exce l l en t  day  f o r  wa rb l e r s  a t  Lakewood  Pa r k ,  and  " t he  movemen t  seemed  t o  have  
pene t ra t ed  i n l and ,  pa r t i cu l a r l y  the  Rocky  R i ve r  Va l l e y . "  Aga i n  the  mos t  abundan t  
spec i e s  we re  t he  Magno l i a ,  Bay -b reas ted ,  and  W i l son ' s  Warb l e r s  and  the  Wh i t e -
t h roa ted  Spa r row .  Fou r  add i t i ona l  spec i e s  o f  wa rb l e r s ,  i n c l ud i ng  two  
Connec t i cu t s ,  made  a  to t a l  o f  20  spec i e s  f o r  the  two  days  (K l amm) .  

  A  coo l  a i r  mass  f rom the  no r theas t  moved  i n to  no r the rn  Oh io  on  Oc tobe r  
14 .  W i th  i t  c ame  a  va s t  numbe r  o f  sma l l  m ig ran t s .  A t  8 :00  a .m .  on  t ha t  day ,  the  
C l eve l and  Pub l i c  Squa re  was  a l i v e  w i t h  Wh i t e - th roa ted  and  Wh i t e - c rowned  
Spa r rows ,  and  a  Ca tb i rd  and  a  L inco l n ' s  Spa r row  we re  a l so  p re sen t .  In  t he  
p l ane t rees  on  the  Ma l l ,  Go l den - c rowned  K ing l e t s  f l i t t ed  abou t ,  wh i l e  a  F l i c ke r  
and  a  Wh i te -b reas t ed  Nu tha t ch  exp l o red  t he  t r ee  t runks .  By  noon t ime  the  Ma l l  
and  t he  g rounds  a round  the  Boa rd  o f  Educa t i on  Bu i l d i ng  he l d  an  augmen ted  hos t  
o f  m ig ran t s ,  pa r t i cu l a r l y  t he  Wh i t e - c rowned  and  the  Wh i t e - t h roa ted  Spa r row .  A  
W in te r  Wren ,  a  Ca tb i rd ,  and  a  He rm i t  Th rush  kep t  i n  the  she l t e r  o f  t he  
sh rubbe ry ,  and  th ree  Ye l l ow-be l l i ed  Sapsucke r s  r e s t ed ,  ju s t  i n ches  apa r t ,  on  the  
t r unk  o f  a  p l ane t ree  (Newman) .  In  t he  nex t  s even  days  t he re  appea red  t o  be  a  
gene ra l  movemen t  o f  pa s se r ine  m ig ran t s .  One  ve te ran  obse r ve r  i n  t he  
sou theas t e rn  po r t i on  o f  C l eve l and  r epo r ted  tha t  " f r om Oc tobe r  16  to  21 ,  mo re  
m ig ra to r y  b i r d s  f ound  the i r  way  in t o  my  ya rd  t han  I  have  eve r  seen  be fo re "  
(Gaede ) .  Among  these  backya rd  v i s i t o r s  we re  a  Pa lm  and  My r t l e  Warb l e r s ,  an  
Emp idonax  f l y ca t che r ,  and  a  Ruby - c rowned  K i ng l e t ,  He rm i t  Th ru sh ,  and  Fox  
Spa r row .  In  t he  Rocky  R i ve r  Va l l ey  on  t he  15 th  o f  Oc tobe r ,  t he re  was  an  
abundance  o f  Wh i t e - c rowned  and  Wh i t e - t h roa ted  Spa r rows  a s  we l l  a s  o f  K ing l e t s ,  
e spec i a l l y  the  Ruby - c rowned  "wh i ch  seemed  to  be  eve r ywhe re "  (Acke rmann) .  A  
l a rge  m ig ra t i on  o f  Ches tnu t - s i ded ,  Magno l i a ,  B l a ckpo l l ,  Bay -b reas ted ,  and  
Nashv i l l e  Wa rb l e r s  and  o f  Pu rp l e  F i n ches  — " seve ra l  hund red  b i r ds  o f  each  
spec i e s "  — was  no ted  a t  Hang ing  Rock  Fa rm i n  Lake  Coun ty  on  Oc tobe r  17  and  
18  (Bo l e ,  J r . ) .  

Yea r l y  Summary .  I n  the  B IRD  CALENDAR yea r  now ended ,  t ha t  i s ,  December  
1 , 1958  t o  Novembe r  30 ,  1959 ,  244  spec i e s  were  r epo r t ed  w i t h i n  the  C l eve l and  
r eg i on .  In  add i t i on ,  t he  hyb r i d  B rews te r ' s  Wa rb l e r  was  r epo r t ed .  

8 



Th i s  f i gu re  o f  244  compa res  w i t h  a  t o t a l  o f  239  spec i e s  i n  t he  p rev ious  yea r .  
The re  we re  no  r e co rds  o f  t he  Shor t - b i l l ed  Mar sh  Wren  no r  o f  t he  Go lden -w inged  
Warb l e r .  Fo r  t he  Loggerhead  Sh r i ke  t he re  was  j u s t  one  r eco rd  o f  a  s ing l e  b i rd ,  
wh i ch  i nd i ca t e s  how ra re  t h i s  spec i e s  has  become  i n  the  r eg i on .  

Fo r  anno ta t i on  i n  "B i r d s  o f  t he  C l eve l and  Reg ion "  a re  t he  f o l l ow ing  

r e co rds :  


New Ea r l i e s t  Fa l l  Da te  

W in te r  Wren  (1 )  — Sep tembe r  12 ,  Lakewood  Pa rk  (K l amm)  

Redpo l l  ( 8 )  — November  8 ,  Men to r  Mar sh  (Ma r t i n ,  J r . )  


New La te s t  Fa l l  Da te  

G rea te r  Ye l l ow legs  (1 )  -  November  26 ,  Summi t  Lake  (Hende r son )  and   
aga in  on  November  29  (R .  L .  Capanna  f i de

    Hende rson )  
Casp i an  Te rn  (1 )  -  Oc tobe r  16 ,  Lo ra i n  ( Johnson )  
Swa in son ' s  Th ru sh  (1 )  -  Oc tobe r  30 ,  No r th  Chag r i n  Rese rva t i on  

 ( P i nkava )  
Tennessee  Warb l e r  ( 4 )  -  Oc tobe r  25 ,  Lowe r  Shake r  Lake  (DeSan te )  
Pa lm  Warb le r  ( 1 )  -  Oc tobe r  30 ,  Wa i t e  H i l l  ( F l an i gan )  
Ind i go  Bun t i ng  (2 )  -  Oc tobe r  29 ,  E l y r i a  ( Johnson )  

NOTEWORTHY RECORDS 

Red-throated  Loon  -  On  Lake  E r i e  o f f  Webb  Road ,  Lakewood ,  on  November  
28 ,  a  s i ng l e  b i r d  d i ved  f r equen t l y  i n  t he  choppy  wa te r s  wh i ch  i t  sha red  w i t h  
some  250  Common  Go ldeneye  and  seve ra l  dozen  Bu f f l ehead  (Hender son  and  
K l amm) .  
Red-necked  Grebe  - Two  b i r d s  we re  d i s cove red  on  Lake  Rockwe l l  on  
Novembe r  8  and  we re  s tud i ed  ca re fu l l y  a s  they  swam and  d i ved  t oge the r  
(S t a i ge r  and  W i l ey ) .  

Yel low-crowned N ight  Heron  -  In  t he  Rocky  R i ve r  Rese rva t i on ,  f r om wh i ch  
mos t  o f  t he  r e co rds  o f  t h i s  spec i e s  have  o r i g ina ted ,  one  b i r d  was  seen  on  
Sep tembe r  19  (Acke rmann) .  

Common E ider  -  The  f i r s t  Novembe r  r e co rd  and  on l y  the  t h i r d  r e co rd  i n  a l l  f o r  
t he  C l eve l and  r eg i on  i s  o f  a  s i ng l e  f ema le  on  Lake  E r i e  o f f  Rocky  R i ve r  Pa r k  on  
Novembe r  29 .  I t  was  d i v i ng  a l ong  the  j e t t y  w i t h  a  l one  Common  Go ldeneye  
(K l amm) .  

Peregr ine  Fa lcon  - The  He r r i ng  and  R ing -b i l l ed  Gu l l s  a s semb led  on  the  wa te r s  
o f f  Go rdon  Pa r k  on  Novembe r  21  s ca t t e r ed  when  th i s  f a l con  appea red  f l y i ng  
eas i l y  and  l ow  a l ong  the  sho re l i ne  t o  t he  ea s t  (K l amm) .  A  second ,  o r  pos s i b l y  t he  
same ,  b i rd  was  seen  on  the  h i l l  j u s t  wes t  o f  Pe r k in s  Beach  on  November  22 ,  
when  i t  f l ew  r i gh t  ove r  t he  hood  o f  t he  obse r ve r ' s  pa r ked  ca r  (Ca r ro the r s ) .  

Knot  -  On  Sep tembe r  13  (Hende rson )  and  on  Sep tember  15  (S t a i ge r )  a  so l i t a r y  
i nd i v i dua l  was  r e co rded  a t  N im i s i l a  Rese r vo i r .  Th i s  i s  t he  f i r s t  r epo r t  o f  th i s  
spec i e s  s in ce  t he  oc cu r r ence  o f  a  b i r d  a t  the  Ba l dw in  and  Wa l l a ce  Lakes ,  Be rea ,  
on  Augus t  31 ,  1954 .  

Buf f -breasted  Sandp iper  -  Two  b i r d s  we re  obse r ved  on  Sep tember  7  a t  
N im i s i l a  Rese r vo i r  ( S ta i ge r ) .  Two  we re  p resen t  a t  Bu rke  Lake f r on t  A i r po r t  on  
Sep tembe r  19 ,  and  s i x  on  Sep tembe r  26 .  On  bo th  oc cas i ons  they  we re  
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accompanied by about two dozen Golden P lovers  (K lamm). 

Northern Phalarope -  The same ind iv idua l  (presumably)  was found at  Lakewood 
Park on November 1,  at  Edgewater  Park on November 8, and at both C l i f ton 
Beach and Rocky R iver Park on November 14.  On th is  last  date the b i rd f lew west  
past  C l i f ton Beach,  then gained a l t i tude to short  cut over land upon reach ing the 
r iver  escarpment.  At  Edgewater Park on the 8th the Pha larope jo ined with some 
14 Sander l ings and four Dunl ins as they fed a long the edge of  the sandy beach 
(K lamm). These are the f i rs t  autumn records s ince 1953.  

Laughing Gull  -  At  about  1:00 p.m. on November 8,  which was a sunny day,  a  
s ing le b i rd ,  in  adul t  or  sub-adul t  p lumage,  f lew east  past  Lakewood Park but  
paused a moment to c i rc le  as i t  dropped near ly  to the surface of  the lake 
(K lamm). This  i s  the f i rst  s ight record for  the C leve land reg ion;  the on ly  other  
record is  of  a spec imen co l lected at  Fa i rport  Harbor  on May 18,  1951.  

Snowy Owl  -  On November 27 near  Huntsburg,  a farmer d iscovered two owls  
on the ground together .  He prompt ly  shot one,  which he later  took to a 
tax idermist  in  Huntsburg.  The other b i rd made i ts  escape (Harm). Not  s ince 
March 1957 has the Snowy Owl been reported in  the reg ion. 

Long-eared Owl  -  At  Hanging Rock Farm, Lake County, c lose by the Holden 
Arboretum, two b i rds were found on November 20 atop the cages conta in ing 
bantam fowl (Bo le,  J r . )  
Oregon Junco  -  A b ird which was so dec idedly wel l  marked that  i t  " looked l ike a 
t iny Towhee f rom the front" appeared at a feed ing stat ion in  Broadv iew Heights  
on November 29 (F. Smith) .  

Sharp-tai led Sparrow  - F i rs t  observed on September 15,  three b i rds,  wi th 
notab ly conspicuous back st r ip ings,  l ingered for  about one week at  Waite Hi l l ,  
where they fed in  a meadow and a long the edge of  a smal l  pond.  They were last  
seen on September 23 (F lanigan).  

FIELD NOTES 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher in Northern Ohio .  At  about mid-af ternoon on 
May 3,  1959,  which was a warm, sunny day, we (my husband John,  daughter  
Chloe Ann,  f r iend El i zabeth Beez ley, and I)  watched a Sc issor- ta i led F lycatcher for  
ten to 15 minutes as i t  chased af ter  insects in a meadow a long Eastern Road in 
Summit County.  The f lycatcher was perched on a wire at one s ide of  the road and 
would dart  out  across the road, snap up i ts  insect  prey,  and then return to i ts  
perch on the wire .  From our parked car  we cou ld observe the b i rd carefu l ly  at  a 
d is tance of  on ly 25 or 30 feet .  On one occas ion i t  f lew down in pursu i t  of  an 
insect  and sped past the windsh ie ld at a d is tance of  no more than ten or  15 feet .  
Qui te of ten i t  ut tered a chatter ing,  K ingbird- l ike ca l l .  When we f ina l ly  drove away,  
the b i rd was st i l l  there.  — KATHERINE MCKAY (Th is spec ies is  the 336th to be 
recorded in  the C leve land reg ion s ince the t ime of  the f i rs t  surveys in  1796.  So far  
as we can determine,  no spec imen of  the Sc issor- ta i led F lycatcher has been taken 
in Ohio.  There are,  however ,  at  least  three s ight  records,  but  none is  f rom the 
northeastern quarter  of  the state.  — Ed.)  

Blackbird Roost in Elyria .  At  about  sunset on October 29,  I  observed 
an est imated 17,500 Common Grack les (four  f locks est imated at  1,000,  10,000,  
5,000,  and 1,500) moving f rom west  to east  across E lyr ia  just  south of  
the bus iness sect ion.  A lso recorded as part  of  the same roost-ward movement 
were 1,000 Star l ings. I  say "roost-ward" because the genera l  pat tern for  a  
per iod of  about two weeks between the 20th of  October and the f i rst  few 
days of  November was heavy movements of  Grack les (wi th some Star l ings 
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and other  b lackb i rds)  across  E lyr ia  westward f rom 7:00 to  7:30 a .m. and eastward 
between 6:00 and 7:00 p.m. I  noted them almost dai ly in vary ing numbers a t  va r i ous 
loca t i ons .  A t  the  t ime I  d id  no t  know where  the  roos t  was ,  hav ing  heard  o f  none  in  
E ly r ia .  

La te r ,  however ,  I  l ea rned  the  l oca t i on  o f  the  roos t  f rom E l i zabe th  Yode r ,  who  
f i r s t  obse rved  the  b l a ckb i r d  concen t r a t i on  on  Sep tembe r  7 ,  wh i ch ,  o f  cou r se ,  was  
some t ime  a f t e r  the  r oos t  was  e s t ab l i shed .  I t  was  l o ca ted  j u s t  sou th  o f  t he  New 
Yo rk  Cen t ra l  Ra i l r oad  ya rd  a t  t he  eas t e rn  c i ty  l im i ts ,  d i rec t ly  eas t  o f  downtown  
E ly r ia .  The  area  i s  was te land  w i th  a  f r i nge  o f  t r ees ,  e spec i a l l y  f avo red  by  the  b i rds ,  
a t  the  wes t  end .  The  f i e l d  to  the  eas t  i s  b rushy ,  w i th  med ium-s i zed  t rees .  M i s s  
Yode r  repor t s  tha t  four  spec ies  were  p resent :  S ta r l i ng ,  Common Grack le ,  B rown-
headed  Cowb i r d ,  and  Redw i nged  B l a c kb i r d .  S he  b e l i e v e s  t h e  S t a r l i n g s  we r e  mos t  
abundant ,  c lose ly  fo l lowed by the Grack les ;  the  o ther  two spec ies  were  cons ide rab ly  
l ess  numerous .  She ,  and  o thers ,  pa r t i cu la r l y  Jane  Dav ies  who drove  by  the  area  each  
morn ing, fee ls  that  the f lock bu i l t  up to a peak about  the midd le of  Oc tober ,  was s t i l l  
there  in  good numbers  a t  the  end o f  the  month,  then faded away dur ing the f i r s t  
week of  November .  

As  to  the  number  o f  b i rds ,  the  impress ion  was  tha t  the re  were  "a  m i l l i on" .  M i ss  
Yode r  fee l s ,  however ,  tha t  50 ,000  wou ld  be  he r  es t ima te .  Cons ide r ing  tha t  I  saw an  
es t ima ted  17 ,500  f l y i ng  to  the  roos t  f rom on l y  one  d i rect ion  on  October  29,  her  f igure  
seems reasonab le .  B i rds repor ted ly came in f rom al l  d i rect ions — more from the 
southwest  than  from any  other  quar te r ,  though about  as  many  came in  f rom the  
nor thwes t  — PERRY F .  JOHNSON 

Chickadees Migrating East Along Lake Erie. From the time of my arrival a t Headlands 
State Park at  8:55 a.m. on October  8 unt i l  I  lef t  at  noont ime,  B l a ck - capped 
Ch i c kadee s  we re  a lmos t  c on s tan t l y  mov ing  ea s t  a l ong  th e  shore  o f  Lake  Er ie .  The  
weather  tha t  morn ing  was  c loudy ,  the  tempera ture  in  the  upper  f i f t ies.  What  l i t t le  
wind there was came from the south. By the af ternoon, however , the wind had sh i f ted 
to  the  northwest ,  and  on  the  fo l l ow ing  day  a  coo l  a i r  mass  c rossed  the  eas te rn  
por t ion  o f  t he  na t ion  in  a  b road  f r on t  f r om Canada  to  t he  Gu l f  o f  Mex i co .  Pe rhaps  
t he  Ch i c kadees  were keep ing  jus t  ahead  of  th i s  co ld  f ront .  

A l t h ough  t he  Ch i c k adee s  we r e  obv i ou s l y  f o l l ow i ng  t h e  sh o r e l i n e ,  they  d id  
no t  f l y  over  the  wate r  o r  even  a long  the  b road  sandy  beach  but  instead  fo l lowed the  
s l ight  r idge at  the rear  of  the beach where a st ragg l ing l i ne o f  Lombardy pop la r s  and 
co t tonwood  t rees  g rows .  In  g roups  rang ing  f rom s ix  to  as  many  as  50  b i rds ,  the  
Ch ickadees  genera l ly  kept  to the t reetops ,  though some o f  them occas iona l l y  
descended to  the  sh rubby  young wi l lows and pop lars  that  grow among the ta l le r  
t rees.  They of ten  paused to  rest  and feed for  a minute or  two and then moved on 
east ,  keep ing  to  the  nar row l i ne  o f  t rees  and  avo id ing  ex tended f l i gh t  ou t  in  the  
open.  The  bands  of  b i rds ,  wh ich  u t tered a  s teady chorus  o f  "dee-dee-dee"  notes ,  
appeared a t  in terva ls  o f  f rom one to  severa l  m inutes ,  though qu i te  o f ten  one band 
would almost immediately fol low another. Between 10:05 and 10:30 a.m., I counted 
what  appea red  to  be  s i x  separa te  g roups  cons i s t ing  o f  149  b i rds  in  a l l .  Dur ing  the  
ent i re  morn ing  (8 :55  to  11:35)  I  r ecorded  34  bands  o f  b i rds  and  a  tota l  o f  507  
ind iv idua ls .  

Upon my return to Headlands State Park shortly after 12:30 p.m., a s l ight ra in began and 
soon turned into a heavy but in termit tent  shower lasting until about 2:00. During that period 
I made several sorties along the edge of  the  woods that  borders  the beach,  and,  desp i te  
the ra in ,  I  found la rge numbers of  Ch ickadees f l i t t ing about  in  the t reetops .  When 
the  showers  ceased ,  I  r e t raced  my s teps  a long  the  r idge l ine  o f  the  beach  but  
obse r ved  no t  a  s i ng l e  Ch i c kadee .  By  t he  t ime  I  r e tu rned  t o  t he  wood l and  edges  
a t  about  2 :40 ,  a l l  o f  the  b i rds  had  moved on .  — DONALD L .  NEWMAN
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