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SUMMARY OF WEATHER CONDITIONS 

(From U. S. Weather Bureau Reports (Cleveland Hopkins Airport) 


March — 	 Temperature averaged about normal, with no extremes. Precipitation, though below normal, 
     was well distributed throughout the month. Heavy snow fell on the 11th and 12th, particularly  
     in the eastern suburbs. 

April — 	 Both temperature and precipitation were considerably above normal, though no records were
    set. Most of the rain fell during the last six days. Snowfall was nil. 

May — 	 Temperature averaged more than 5° above normal. Total rainfall was nearly 2 inches above  
    normal. Record highs of 92° on the 6th and 91 ° on the 20th were established, and a record  
    low of 34° on the 16th. 

* * * 
* The editor is grateful for the assistance given by Bertram Raynes who is taking the place of Associate 
Editor Lucille Maly during her absence from the city. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
All records, observations, and comments should be sent to Donald L. Newman, 14174 Superior Road, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio. 
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COMMENT ON THE SEASON

       (We are again indebted to Wil l iam and Nancy Klamm for permitt ing us to have 
access to their careful ly detai led f ield records and notes, from which we have drawn 
extensively in writ ing the fol lowing comment on the season. Unless otherwise 
indicated, a l l  of the occurrence data cited below are attr ibutable to these two 
exceptional ly able observers. - Ed.) 

 The spr ing season might  best  be character ized by  the term "norma l" ,  wh ich 
i s  to  say  that  i t  was not  d is t ingu ished by any spectacu lar  f l igh ts  of  migrants  nor  
by  the marked absence or  notab le  abundance of  a  par t icu la r  c lass  or  spec ies  of  
b i rd .  M i ld  weather  wh ich  preva i led in  the C leve land reg ion dur ing Apr i l  and May 
was par t  of  a  genera l ly  temperate  weather  p ic ture  that  extended through the 
southern s ta tes .  Consequent ly ,  migra tory  movements  were more l ike gent le  
swel l s  than l i ke  great ,  surg ing waves;  for  the b i rds  d id  not  dam up to the south 
of  us  wh i le  awa i t ing favorab le  cond i t ions for  the resumpt ion of  the i r  nor thbound 
passage.  

Th is  qu i te  order ly  f low of  migrants  was we l l  demonstrated by the records 
for  the some 80 passer ine spec ies that  occur  in  the reg ion e i ther  as t rans ients  or  
summer res idents .  Wi th but  few except ions  each spec ies  arr ived on schedu le ,  
on ly  an occas iona l  "ear ly"  b i rd  was repor ted,  and among the t rans ients  a lmost  no 
s t ragg lers  were  observed a t  the end of  May.

 Dur ing the month of  March the south  shore  of  Lake Er ie  was the route  of  
severa l  migra tory f l ights .  As  ear ly  as  March 7 ,  wh ich was a c loudy day wi th  a 
br isk  wind f rom out  o f  the west ,  Herr ing and R ing-b i l led Gu l l s  f lowed west  a long 
the C leve land lakef ront  most  of  the day.  On March 15,  separate ,  though at  t ime 
synchronous,  f l ights  of  hawks,  K i l ldeer ,  Crows,  Rob ins ,  Star l ings ,  and Ic ter idae 
t rave led east  wh i le  f ierce  winds raged out  o f  the west  and southwest .  (For  a  
descr ipt ion  of  th i s  migra t ion ,  see the K lamm's  account  in  the F ie ld  Notes sect ion 
of  th i s  i ssue.)  At  Lora in ,  on March 19,  Redwinged B lackb i rds s t reamed west  
"a long the Lake Er ie  Shore ,  the  movement  extending in land about  ha l f  a  c i ty  
b lock .  The f l ight  was s teady f rom 7:30 to  9:30 a .m.  For  the next  ha l f  hour  there  
was jus t  an occas iona l  smal l  g roup of  about  25 b i rds .  In  the to ta l  movement  
there  were an est imated severa l  thousand or  more" (Lebold) .  Water fowl  were  on 
the wing on March 21,  dur ing both the morn ing and af ternoon,  when at  the 
C leve land lakefront  bands of  Amer ican Widgeon and P inta i l  as  we l l  as  Herr ing and 
R ing-b i l led  Gu l l s  f lew west  aga ins t  the  wind.

 On the morn ing of  Apr i l  5 ,  an eastward movement  of  hawks and of  F l i ckers  
was observed a t  Lakewood Park and at  Perk ins  Beach.  In  add i t ion to some two 
dozen Sharp-sh inned Hawks,  there were 4 Cooper 's ,  5  Red-ta i led ,  and 1 Red-
shou ldered Hawk,  7 Turkey Vu l tures ,  and 1  Osprey .  These last  two spec ies  f lew 
past  the h igh b luf f  a t  Perk ins Beach at  jus t  about  eye- leve l  w i th the observers .  
On that  same morn ing hawks were dr i f t ing by the Termina l  Tower  in  downtown 
C leve land,  the i r  occur rence there suggest ing the poss ib i l i ty  of  a  f l igh t  l ine f rom 
the b luf f  a t  Perk ins Beach to the Tower and then easter ly  a long the Portage 
Escarpment  (For  an account of  th i s  part i cu lar  hawk migrat ion ,  see the ar t ic le  by  
Henderson and Margo l i s  in  th is  i ssue.)  

Peak numbers  of  severa l  spec ies  of  water fowl  were repor ted on Apr i l  18  
f rom the C leve land lakef ront .  These inc luded more than 1,000 Lesser  Scaup,  
some 1,400 Ruddy Ducks ,  and near ly  1 ,100 Bonapar te 's  Gu l l s .  Espec ia l ly  note 
wor thy were the Ruddies ,  which had been except iona l ly  scarce dur ing the  
w inter  and ear ly  spr ing.  The h ighest  count  for  th is  spec ies  e i ther  before or  a f ter  
Apr i l  18 was a mere 28 b i rds ,  wh ich fact  seems to suggest  that  these 1 ,400 
ducks  ( in  two la rge f locks)  were  t ru ly  t rans ients  that  had stopped to  res t  and 
feed on the i r  f l igh t  west .  Casp ian Terns were a lso mov ing west  on Apr i l  18 ,  
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and a tota l  o f  68 was counted that  day a long the C leve land lakefront ,  wh ich is  
the h ighest  count in  many years .  

A warm front  advanc ing into the C leve land reg ion f rom the southwest brought 
w i th  i t  on  the  morn ing  o f  Apr i l  18  an  in f lux  o f  Juncos  and  o f  Vesper ,  F ie ld ,  
and  Savannah  Spa r rows  i n t o  a  po r t i on  o f  Fo re s t  H i l l  Pa rk ,  C l eve l and  He igh t s ,  
where an ear ly-morning census was made dai ly from Apri l  13 to May 25 (Newman). 
Another warm front on May 2 brought a f l ight of  Chipping, Savannah, and White- 
th roa ted  Spar rows  in to  Fores t  H i l l  Pa rk ,  and  a  s im i l a r  ga ther ing  o f  spar rows ,  
pa r t i cu l a r l y  Wh i te - th roa ted ,  was  obse rved  i n  Lakewood  Pa rk  on  the  morn ing  o f  
that  same day.  

Ea s tbound  f l i g h t s  o f  B l ue  J a y s  f o l l ow i ng  t he  l a ke l i n e  we re  no t ed  on l y  
dur ing  the  f i r s t  ten days  o f  May,  and the number  o f  b i rds  invo lved was seeming 
l y  much smal le r  than in  May 1958 when a  qu i te  spectacu la r  m igra t ion  extended 
over  a lmos t  the  en t i re  month .  Th i s  year  m ig ran t  Jays  were  f i r s t  seen  on  May  2 ,  
a t  Lakewood Park ,  where some 240 were counted in  a per iod of  about  one hour .  
On  the  fo l l ow ing  day ,  275  were  reco rded  the re ,  wh i l e  a t  Hun t ing ton  Beach  to  
the west  an es t imated 150 were repor ted f rom the Sunday Morn ing B i rd  Walk  
and at  the B lack  Brook  B i rd  Wa lk  to  the east  an  es t imated  500 were seen.  Aga in  
a t  Lakewood Park ,  on May 9 ,  B lue Jays were moving east  but  in  great ly  reduced 
numbers ,  and th i s  was the las t  date  they  were  observed in  mig rat ion .  

F rom Apr i l  24  to  28 ,  hundreds  of  Amer ican  Go ld f inch were  seen da i l y  a t  
Barber ton  (U l r i ch ) ,  and a t  N imis i l a  Lake on  Apr i l  29 ,  severa l  hundred were  ob 
s e r ved  i n  a  g rove  o f  t amarack  t r ees  (S t a i ge r ) .  On  May  2 ,  a t  Lakewood  Pa r k ,  
Go ldf inch were migrat ing east  unt i l  about  10:30 a .m.  when a  co ld  a i r  mass  moved 
in  f rom the northeast  and seemed to  ha l t  the i r  passage.  But  on the fo l lowing 
day the eastward movement was aga in under way, though in somewhat reduced num 
b e r s .  A  week  l a t e r ,  on  May  9 ,  a t  L a k ewood  Pa r k  we l l  o v e r  150  b i r d s  we r e  ob 
served migrat ing.  

A  r ev i ew o f  t he  oc cu r rence  re co rds  f o r  i nd i v idua l  spec i e s  r evea l s  no  r e 
po r t s  wha teve r  f o r  t he  Wh i s t l i ng  Swan ,  and  ju s t  a  s ing l e  r e co rd  o f  the  Rus t y  
B l a ckb i r d  — th ree  b i r d s  on  Ma r ch  17 .  The  Common  Loon ,  f o r  wh i ch  the re  was  
on l y  one  reco rd  i n  the  sp r i ng  o f  1958 ,  was  seen  more  o f ten  th i s  sp r i ng ,  the re  
be ing n ine records f rom March 30 to May 2, inc lud ing 12 b irds at  Mogadore Reser 
vo i r  on Apr i l  27 (DeSante) .  For  the Paru la  Warb ler ,  wh ich has been repor ted 
on l y  r a r e l y  i n  r e cen t  yea r s ,  the re  we re  f ou r  re co rds ,  each  o f  a  s ing le  b i r d .  
Three o f  the  repor ts  came f rom the  Rocky R ive r  Reserva t ion on May 12,  15 ,  and 
19 (Ackermann) ,  and one came f rom E ly r ia  on May 8  (P .  Johnson) .  

Wi th  the add i t ion of  the  Western Grebe to the l i s t  o f  b i rds occur r ing in  
the  C leve land  reg ion  (See  Notewor thy  Records  sec t ion  in  th i s  i s sue ) ,  a  to ta l  
o f  336 spec ies  and subspec ies  has been reported s ince the t ime of  the f i rs t  
surveys in  1796.  

Fo r  anno ta t i on  i n  the  "B i rds  o f  the  C leve land  Reg ion"  a re  the  fo l l ow ing  
new ear l ies t  spr ing da tes  o f  occur rence:  

Common Egret  (1 )  -  Apr i l  3 ,  C loverda le  Lake ,  south  of  Pa inesv i l l e  (Booth)  
B rown Thrashe r  (1 )  -  March  14 ,  Pepper  P i ke  V i l l age  (Raynes )  
B lack - th roated B lue  Warb le r  (1)  -  Apr i l  14  and 15,  Brecksv i l l e  (Nausbaum) 
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NOTEWORTHY RECORDS 

Red-necked Grebe - From March 17 to the 20th two birds -- one of them in almost 
ful l  breeding plumage -- were on Long Lake near Akron (DeSante and Wiley). A 
s ingle b i rd was seen at Lake Rockwel l  on March 30 (DeSante),  whi le on nearby 
Pippin Lake one grebe was observed from March 29 to Apri l 13, during which time "its 
rufous-colored neck became brighter and more red" (Staiger). 

Western Grebe - Two birds seen on March 30 and 31 and again on Apri l 4 and 5, a t 
P ipp in  Lake ,  ad jo in ing  Lake Rockwe l l ,  const i tu te  the f i r s t  repor t  o f  th i s  species  
in the history of the Cleveland region (Wiley and DeSante). They stayed together, 
swimming gracefully, diving often, and remaining under water for a surpr is ingly 
long t ime. Al though th is species has not previous ly been recorded in our region, it  
has been observed a number of t imes in the Youngstown area. 

Golden Eagle - When this bird in immature plumage appeared at Hanging Rock 
Farm, Lake County, on May 3, it swooped low over the pond and then mounted into 
the sky ,  go ing west .  But  as  i t  d id  so  i t  turned and passed over  the ch icken yard,  
where it was attacked by a colony of Purple Martins (Bole, Jr.). 

Bald Eagle - At Chippewa Lake on Apri l  4, an immature eagle "f lew over the 
lake holding a f ish in i ts ta lons, eat ing i t  whi le in f l ight" (Koppelberger). A 
second record for the season is of a bird that appeared along the Grand River 
south of Painesvi l le on May 31 (Booth). 

King Rail - Not recorded in the Cleveland region s ince the summer of 1954, a 
pair was discovered in a swamp off of Route 532, near Akron, on May 26. They 
were st i l l  present at the end of the month and sometimes "fed on the lawn next to 
the swamp just l ike chickens" (Wi ley et al) .  

Yellow Rail - This rarely-recorded, sparrow-sized inhabitant of grassy marshes 
was flushed from a sedge meadow at Holden Arboretum on May  31, when it was  
gl impsed momentari ly as it ran from sedge clump to sedge clump (Bole, Jr.). 
Of the some half dozen records of this species in the history of the Cleveland 
region, the last previous record is of a bird seen and heard near the mouth of the 
Chagrin River on June 25, and again on July 5, 1944. 

Wilson's Phalarope - On May 24, at Burke Lakefront Airport a richly-colored 
female stood out conspicuously from among a group of Spotted Sandpipers with 
which it was feeding along the edge of the small marsh adjoining the airport 
(L ister).  This is just the second spr ing record for the region. 

Barn Owl - A bird which may have become an involuntary captive was discovered on 
March 17 in the shed of a lumber company in Painesvi l le (Booth). Although th is 
species is considered a not uncommon permanent res ident,  i t  is  rare ly reported 
and this is the f irst record since the spring of 1957. 

Long-Eared Owl - For several hours on the afternoon of  Apri l  15, this owl sat c lose to 
the trunk of one of a group of spruce trees on the grounds of  a home in Rocky River.  
Eventually, though, the great din of an excited band of Blue Jays and Common Grackles 
caused the bird to f ly to the bare l imb of a white ash tree, where i t  sat quietly about 
15 feet above the ground, turning its head from front to rear so as to view its annoyers as 
well as those who were observing it from below (Smith). 

Saw-whet Owl - This little owl was discovered on the afternoon of April 30 sitting on a 
garage door, sheltered by an overhanging roof, in the vicinity of East 116th Street and Euclid 
Avenue. Later it flew to a nearby tree, remaining there for some time, but by nightfall the owl 
had departed and was not seen again (Carrothers et al). 

10 



Western Kingbird - At Holden Arboretum early in the afternoon of May 11, this 
acc identa l  migrant  was stud ied for  some 30 minutes as  i t  sa l l ied  out  over  an 
open meadow to snap up insects and then returned to perch on a barbed wire 
fence .  I t s  song ,  wh ich  i t  u t te red  qu i te  o f ten ,  "was  s im i l a r  in  qua l i t y  to  tha t  
of the Eastern Kingbird but seemed softer and more musical ,  with an occasional 
sha rper  ca l l  — wh i t "  (D .  Johnson) .  On ly  tw ice  be fore  has  th i s  spec ies  been  
reported in the region. 

Mockingbird -  Of the  four  repor ts  o f  th i s  s t ray  v i s i tor ,  th ree  records  were of  
s i ng l e  b i rds  seen  on l y  once :  a t  So lon ,  Ap r i l  1  (P inkava) ;  a t  the  Lower  Shake r  
Lake, Apr i l  19 (Dein inger);  at  Lakewood Park,  May 2 (Klamm). The fourth record 
conce rns  a  b i r d  wh i ch  was  obse rved  on  and  o f f  f r om Ap r i l  7  t o  Ap r i l  22  i n  a  
nursery  in  Bedford ,  where  i t  somet imes sang loud and c lea r  and a t  great  
length .  On May 25 and 26,  th is  (or  another)  Mock ingb i rd  was seen there  aga in  
but i t was not singing (Luedy). 

White-eyed Vireo - In Huntington Reservation on the morning of May 10, this 
v i reo moved about br isk ly in the branches of  a thorn apple tree,  yet remained 
ut ter ly  s i lent  (Garre t t  and Rea) .  

Worm-eating Warbler - At about 8:00 a.m. on May 17, this accidental migrant 
f l i t ted  about  for  severa l  m inutes  or  more in  the bushes  and t rees  near  the 
shel ter  house at  the Strawberry Lane entrance of  North Chagr in Reservat ion.  
I t  was assoc ia ted wi th  Chestnu t -s ided and other  warb le rs  that  were feed ing in  
the understory  (Raynes) .  The most  recent  pr ior  record is  May 11,  1956.  

Brewster's Warbler - This  hybr id  was one of  many warb lers — n ine spec ies in 
a l l  — that  maneuvered about  in  a large cot tonwood t ree in  Chestnut  H i l l s  Ceme 
te ry ,  Cuyahoga Fa l l s ,  on May 3 .  I ts  song was somewhat l ike  that  of  the Go lden-  
w i nged  Wa rb l e r  (W i l e y ) .  Th e  b i r d  was  s t i l l  p r e s en t  e a r l y  on  t he  f o l l ow i ng  
morning a long with numerous other warblers (DeSante).  

Prair ie Warbler  - Customar i ly  a  f requenter  of  smal l  t rees and shrubs,  a  so l i 
tary b ird fed for some t ime in a mass of low shrubs in Chestnut Hi l l  Cemetery,  
Cuyahoga Fa l l s ,  on  Apr i l  26  (S ta iger ) .  

Audubon's Warbler - In the company of Blackpol l  Warblers,  this common warbler 
o f  the  wes t  (bu t  an  ex t reme ra r i t y  in  our  reg ion)  fo raged about  in  a  g roup o f  
app le  t rees  a t  Hang ing  Rock  Farm,  Lake  County ,  shor t l y  be fo re  dusk  on  May  
31 .  I t  was a  we l l -marked male  (Bo le ,  Jr . )  

Western Meadowlark -At Burke Lakefront Airport, where at least one bird was 
p resen t  f rom ea r l y  i n  Ju l y  ( i f  no t  be fo re )  un t i l  l a te  i n  Sep tember  1958 ,  two  
b i rds were ident i f ied on Apr i l  19 (K lamm). Thereaf ter one or  two were reported 
f rom the A i rpor t  by  severa l  observers  to  the  end o f  May.  (For  a  desc r ip t ion o f  
t he  cou r t sh i p  o f  t h i s  pa r t i cu l a r  pa i r ,  s ee  t he  K l amm ' s  a c coun t  i n  t he  F i e l d  
No tes  sec t i on  o f  th i s  i s sue . )  

Evening Grosbeak - Dr.  R .  C .  McKay noted the return of  a  f lock  a t  h is  
res idence in  Brecksv i l l e  on Apr i l  26 .  The la rges t  count  o f  about  35 was repor ted 
on May 1 .  Four  males  were observed a t  one t ime,  but  the f lock was 
predominant ly  made up of  females  (Dexter) .  

Sharp-tailed Sparrow - A rare migrant at  any t ime, and part icu lar ly  rare in the 
spr ing ,  one of  these shy and e lus ive b i rds was seen on May 27 a t  Burke Lakef ront  
A i rpor t  (L i s ter ) .  

Harris's Sparrow - From about 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on March 16, this western 
b i rd  spent  much of  i ts  t ime forag ing around in  a  brush p i le  at  the edge of  a  
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c lear ing in  a  woods near  Hambden ,  Geauga County .  Qu i te  f requent ly ,  however ,  
the  b i rd  wou ld  f l y  t o  a  house  nea rby  to  p i ck  up  ke rne l s  o f  co rn  l y i ng  on  the  
ground beneath  a feed ing t ray and then would re turn to the brush p i le  (Harm).  
I t  i s  o f  in te res t  to  no te  tha t  on  the  day  be fo re  th i s  spar row appeared ,  exces 
s i ve l y  s t rong  sou thwes te r l y  w inds  p reva i l ed ;  and  i t  i s  qu i t e  poss ib l e  the  b i rd  
was  b lown fa r  ou t  o f  i t s  norma l  m ig ra t ion  rou te .  (A t  C leve land  Hopk ins  
A i rpor t  a  h igh  o f  70  mi les  per  hour  was  reg i s te red ,  and  the  average  w ind  
ve loc i t y  on  March  15  was  30 .6  m.p .h . )  In  any  even t ,  th i s  i s  j u s t  the  s i x th  
reco rd o f  o ccurrence and is  the f i rs t  March record in  the h is tory of  the reg ion .  

S m i t h ' s  L o n g s p u r  - On Apri l  11, at Cuyahoga County Airport, Richmond Heights, 
two  b i rds  were  s tud ied  as  they  s cu r r i ed  th rough  the  coa r se  tu r f  (Henderson) .  
P r ior  to 1956 there had been on ly  three records  of  th is  spec ies .  S ince then 

i t  has been observed at  the A i rport  in  three out of  the last  four years ,  ind i  

cat ing that  i t  i s  p robab ly  not  as  rare  in  our  reg ion as  we had be l ieved .  


F rom Ne ighbor ing  Loca l i t i e s :  

White-f ronted  Goose  - Two of these birds, which normally migrate to the west 
o f  the  M iss i s s ipp i  R ive r ,  were  obse rved a t  Mosqu i to  Creek  Reservo i r  on  March  
26 (Duane Ferr i s  f i d e  Savage).  

B e w i c k ' s  W r e n  - Especia l ly  notable is  the occurrence of  a b i rd at  a feeding 
stat ion in Conneaut on March 2, which is an extraordinar i ly  ear ly  date for  th is  
spec ies  o f  more  souther l y  l a t i tudes  ( J .  Pau l  Perk ins  f i d e  Savage) .  For  the  
C leve land  reg ion  the  ea r l i es t  da te  i s  Apr i l  8 ,  1934 . .  

FIELD NOTES 

Migrants  Move East  A long Lake  Er ie .  Immediately upon our arrival at the high 
b lu f f  over look ing Lake Er ie  a t  Perk ins  Beach shor t ly  before  10:00 a .m.  on March 
15,  we found that  a  land b i rd migrat ion was in  progress .  For  the next  three 
and  one-ha l f  hours ,  f rom a  vantage  po in t  wh ich  gave  us  a  fa i r l y  l ong  v iew out  
over  the  wa te r  and  o f  unobs t ruc ted  te r ra in  a long  the  shore l ine ,  we ident i f i ed  
and counted the var ious  spec ies  o f  b i rds  t rave l ing  eas t ,  wh ich  was  the unvary 
i ng  d i rect ion o f  the i r  f l ight .  Temperatures  dur ing the morn ing were in  the 
h igh  f i f t i es ,  and  s t rong ,  gus ty  wes t  and  southwes t  w inds  p reva i l ed .  A  
shower of  f ive minutes durat ion occurred at 10:50 and a v io lent ra in squal l  at  
11:55 terminated most of  the smal l  b i rd f l ight unt i l  near ly 1:00 p.m.,  when i t 

started aga in for  a  wh i le  in  d imin ished numbers .  


Counts of  each spec ies  were  made a t  shor t  in terva ls  and were extended to 
rates  per  hour .  The average ra tes in  tu rn were used to  est imate the numbers 
for three per iods: f rom 10 to 11 a.m.,  11 to 12 Noon, and 12 to 1:30 p.m, at  
wh ich t ime observat ion was d iscont inued.  The Crow be ing consp icuous and eas i ly  
counted  was ta l l i ed  b i rd  by  b i rd  f rom 11 o ' c lock  on .  The fo l l ow ing  tabu la t ion  
i s  based  upon  samp l i ng  coun t s  (w i t h  the  except i on  o f  the  C row)  and  i nd i ca tes  
the approximate number of  b i rds that passed by dur ing each of  the three per iods 
shown: 

Species 10:00 — 11:00 11:00 — 12:00 12:00 — 1:30 Total 

Common Crow 225           279 76 580 

Common Grackle 150           100 50 300 
Redw inged B lackb i rd 75 50 25 150 
Meadowlark 75 50 25 150 
Brown-headed Cowbird 60           50 30 140 
Star l ing 600 400 100 1100 
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Other eastbound migrants recorded were these: 2 Red-tai led Hawks, 8 Red- 
shouldered Hawks, 3 Marsh Hawks, 11 Sparrow Hawks, 22 Killdeer, 100 Robins, 190 Snow Bunt ings.  
The buteos  and the Marsh Hawks appeared between 11:00 and 1:30.  There  were four  
or  f i ve  f locks  o f  Snow Bunt ings  cons i s t ing  o f  20 to  50  b i r d s ,  and the en t i r e  f l i gh t  
l a s t ed  bu t  a  sho r t  wh i l e .  O f  the  13  spec i e s  o f  migrants  we  observed,  on ly  the  
Meadowlarks ( the poorest  f l ie rs)  s topped regula r l y  on  the  b lu f f  t o  res t .  — WILL IAM 
and  NANCY KLAMM 

Common Terns Migrat ing.  On the foggy morn ing of  May 17,  at  Burke Lakef ront  
A i rport ,  I  watched from the north roadway as success ive f l ights  of  Common Terns 
moved eas t  a long  the  l ake .  The  f i r s t  g roup ,  wh ich  appeared  a t  9 :30  a .m. ,  were  
ca l l ing as they came up over  the breakwa l l  a t  Eas t  9 th S treet  and then moved 
on  eas t  s l ow ly  enough  so  tha t  I  cou ld  ac tua l l y  coun t  the  58  b i rds  compr i s i ng  the  
f l ight .  Some of  the la ter groups were part ly  counted and part ly  est imated.  
A l though the f i r s t  group f lew in  low over  the roadway,  subsequent bands tended 
to  f l y  a  l i t t l e  h igher  and a  l i t t le  fa r ther  ou t ,  un t i l  the  las t  group was beyond the 
b reakwa l l  and  cou ld  be  seen  on ly  w i th  b inocu la rs .  I  cou ld  s t i l l  hear  them,  
however .  Passage o f  the f i rs t  s ix  groups occur red between 9:30 and 9:37 a .m. ,  in  
numbers  rang ing  f rom about  50  to  200  b i rds .  There  was  then  a  f i ve  minute  break  
dur ing which no terns were seen, fo l lowed by three more f l ights  to 9:46 a.m. At  
that  t ime the migrat ion apparent ly  ceased, for I  saw no more Common Te rns the 
res t  o f  the  morn ing .  In  the  16  m inu tes  th i s  m ig ra t i on  was  i n  p rog re ss ,  I  
obse r ved  app rox ima te l y  750  i nd i v idua l s .  — VERA  CARROTHERS  

Courting of Pileated Woodpeckers.  About ten o 'c lock on the morning of Apr i l  19, 
I  heard the ca l l  o f  the P i lea ted Woodpecker  c lose by our  house in  Wai te 
H i l l .  Soon I  loca ted one  b i rd  on a  ca ta lpa  t ree  about  30 feet  away and  another  on 
an  app l e  t r ee  on l y  15  f ee t  f r om the  house .  As  I  wa t ched ,  one  ( f ema le )  set t led  
down to work on a fa l len log about  100 feet away whi le  the other  (male)  f lew to 
an app le t ree in  the backyard .  A f ter  ha l f  an hour or  so ,  the male jo ined the female 
at  the fa l len log,  where he walked about on the ground very c lose to her .  They 
then began  a  cur ious  r i tua l  cons is t ing  of  repea ted ly  touch ing  the i r  b i l l s  t oge the r  
- -  f i r s t  one  s i de  and  then  the  o ther .  Nex t  one  b i rd  wou ld  open  i t s  b i l l ,  take  the  
b i l l  o f  the o ther ,  ho ld i t  for  a  f lee t ing second,  and re lease i t .  Immediate ly  the 
other woodpecker  would repeat  th is  performance.  Th is  went  on for  severa l  
minutes  un t i l  f ina l l y  both  b i rds  se t t led  down to  feed together  on the  log  and to  
walk around on the  ground. Later  they worked jo int l y  on  severa l  app le  t rees  as  
we l l  as  o ther  t rees .  They  rema ined  in  the  backyard  unt i l  short ly  af ter  11:30  a.m.,  
when a car enter ing the dr iveway disturbed t hem and t he y  f l ew  away .  — 
ANNETTE  B .  F LAN IGAN  

Courtship of Western Meadowlark. As we watched a pair of Horned Larks feeding 
the i r  f ledg l ing young at  Burke Lake f ron t  A i rpor t  on  the  a f ternoon of  Apr i l  19 ,  we 
detected f rom far down the runway to the east  the fa int  but  d is t inct ive song of  the 
Western  Meadowla rk .  La ter  we found a  so l i ta ry  Meadowla rk  feed ing  in  the grass  a t  
the east  end of  the runway.  For  a  t ime the b i rd d id  not  s ing but  on ly  u t te red an 
occas iona l  ca l l  no te .  A f ter  a  wh i le ,  however ,  i t  sang tw ice  and so conf i rmed our  
ident i f i ca t ion .  

Even tua l l y  th i s  Meadow la rk  f l ew  abou t  150  fee t  down the  tax i  s t r i p ,  a l i gh t ing  
on the grassy edge where another Meadowlark appeared whose presence we had no t been awa re o f . 
Bo th  b i r d s  then  began  a  qu i t e  d rama t i c  pe r f o rmance .  They  assumed  a  bittern-like  posture  
— the neck stretched out, with the bill and head po int ing skyward, but the ta i l spread wide 
and f l i ck ing.  From th is  pos i t ion they wou ld pop st ra ight  up in to the a i r  to  a d is tance 
o f  two to four  feet  and then drop stra ight down to the ground. The wings appeared to 
quiver  and f l i ck  wh i le  he ld a t  the s ides ,  but  we cou ld  not  d iscern whether  they 
actua l ly  se rved  to  p rope l  the  b i rd  i n to  the  a i r .  The  o r i g ina l  b i rd  s tood  w i th  h i s  ( ? )  
back to the other and would jump two or three t imes. Then the other bird (female?) 
wou ld do the same.  Unfor tunate ly ,  th is  d isp lay was inter rupted by an 
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incoming a i rp lane and was not resumed, for the b irds f lew away separate ly and 
s tar ted feed ing independent ly  aga in .  

S ince  we have  been unab le  to  d i s cover  a  pub l i shed  account  o f  the  
cour t sh ip of  the Western Meadowlark,  we have no bas is  for compar ing our  
observat ions  wi th  those  o f  observers  w i th in  th i s  spec ies '  usua l  b reed ing range .  
In  many respects ,  howeve r ,  the  pe r fo rmance  we  w i tnessed  was  s im i l a r  t o  the  
cou r t sh ip d i sp lay o f  the Eastern Meadowlark as descr ibed in  Bent 's  "L i fe  H istor ies  
of  North  Amer ican  B l a c k b i r d s ,  . . . " .  -  W I L L I A M  a n d  N A N C Y  K L A M M  

Occurrence of the Western Race of the White-crowned Sparrow. Out of nine White-
crowned Sparrows that  I  banded th is  spr ing, two were of  the western race,  Zono 
trichia l eucophrys  gambe l i i ,  formerly known as Gambel's White-crowned Sparrow. 
These  two b i rds  were  banded on  May  10  and 11  a t  my home in  Wi l l oughby .  
Th i s  year  I  ident i f ied one of  these sparrows even before I  banded i t ,  as  the b i rd 

came in  to  f eed  on  the  g round outs ide  our  k i t chen  w indow.  A t  a  d i s tance  o f  
about 15 feet  the eye st r ipes were not iceab ly d i f ferent f rom that of  the other 
Wh i te - c rowns .  Wh i te - c rowned  Spar rows  were  f a i r l y  p l en t i f u l  t h i s  sp r i ng  and  
the migrat ion took on ly  13 days  to  pass  through our  area .  May 7  was the f i rs t  
date I  saw them, May 19 was the las t  date .  The b i rds sang qu i te  f requent ly  in  
our  garden.  -  M.  B.  SKAGGS (So far as i s  known, th is  veteran b i rd-bander is  
r e spons ib l e  fo r  a l l  o f  the  reco rds  — abou t  t en  — o f  the  occu r rence  o f  the  
western race of  the Whi te-crowned Sparrow in  the C leve land reg ion .  -  Ed. )  

Singing of Lapland Longspurs. At Cuyahoga County Airport, Richmond Heights, 
on  March 21 ,  a  f lock  o f  30  Lap land Longspurs ,  in  chang ing p lumage,  gave an 
unusual  song performance instead of  the ir  customary whist le-and-rat t le rout ine.  
Bo th  wh i l e  on  the  g round  and  i n  the  a i r  t he  f l o ck  wa rb l ed  a lmos t  s tead i l y ,  
sound ing l i ke  a  co l l ec t ion  o f  Bobo l inks  tha t  had been t ra ined not  to  rasp .  
The  chorus  was  par t i cu la r l y  mus i ca l  as  the  Longspurs  m i l l ed  overhead .  

-  NEIL  HENDERSON 

Crows Rank High as Feeding Station Guests. Of all the avian guests which visit us 
a t  our  home in  Aurora ,  I  th ink  our  favor i tes  a re  our  fami ly  o f  Crows .  We l i ve  on 
the edge of  a  wooded rav ine,  and they l ive  on the edge at  the other  s ide  — at  
the border  o f  our  woods.  They ra ise  the i r  young there  — dr iv ing us  to  
d is t ract ion for  a  few weeks wi th the i r  cont inua l ,  hoarse,  o f f -key baby Crow ca l l  
— and br ing them to our b ig wooden feeder set up between trees.  The fami ly 
stays together a l l  summer and f a l l ,  wa l k i ng  a round  ou r  ya rd  and  pond  in  
company  w i t h  ou r  f ew  Muscovy  ducks.  

The  C r ows  w i l l  a t t a c k  t h e  r a c oon s  wh i ch  a r e  o f t en  a t  ou r  f e ede r s  i n  t h e  
dayt ime,  even at  noon,  and a l so  the Red-shou ldered  Hawks,  bu t  they team up 
wi th  the la t ter  in  d ive  bombing  our  Great  Horned Owl  i f  they ca tch h im out  in  
day l ight .  They  w i l l  t ake  b read  the  racoons  and  opossums  have  no t  ea ten  and  
bu ry  i t  i n  ou r  f r on t  f i e l d  —  f i r s t  b r eak i ng  up  th e  b read ,  t h en  ca r r y i ng  th e  
i n d i v i dua l  b i t s  t o  d i f fe rent  spots ,  and  f ina l l y  pu l l ing  up  grass  to  cover  each 
cached p iece .  Somet imes we ge t  le f tover  b iscu i ts  f rom res taurants  and le t  them 
dry  unt i l  they  are  l i ke  rocks .  A t  t ha t  t ime  i t  i s  no t  unusua l  t o  s ee  s i x  o r  s even  
b i s cu i t s  f l oa t i n g  i n  t he  c r eek  where the Crows have car r ied them to sof ten them 
up.  They tes t  them out  every so of ten and eventua l ly  carry  them away.  

The  en t i r e  f am i l y  o f  C rows  (usua l l y  f i ve  o r  s i x )  l eaves  abou t  the  4 th  o f  
November but  when February 10,  ro l ls  around, the advance scout is  at  our 
feeder;  and a  few days la ter  the ent i re  fami ly  i s  back .  Th is  year  on ly  three 
re turned,  but  they  seem to  have  p i cked  up  an  o rphan  because  l a te r  a  f ou r th  
b i rd  j o ined the group .  Comes nest ing t ime,  the youngsters  take  o f f  for  par ts  
unknown and the  o lds te rs  nes t  in  the  same o ld  p lace .  - JOYCE DUNNEBACK 
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HAWK-WATCHING FROM THE TERMINAL TOWER 

by 
Ne i l  Henderson  and  Char l e s  Margo l i s  

Dur ing a per iod of  n inety  minutes  a t  mid-day on Apr i l  5 ,  1959,  we observed at  
least 19 hawks pass over Terminal  Tower in the heart  of downtown Cleveland. 
Inc luded  in  th i s  m ig ra to ry  parade  were  8  Red- ta i l ed  Hawks ,  5  Red-shou ldered  
H a w k s ,  2 Peregr ine Fa lcons,  1 Cooper 's  Hawk,  another  acc ip i ter ,  1 Marsh Hawk,  and 
a  pos s i b l e  Osp rey .  I n  mos t  ca ses  ou r  i den t i f i c a t i ons  o f  the  bu teos  we re  tentat ive.  

Our  vantage po in t  was the g lassed- in  observat ion room on the 42nd f loor  of  
the Tower,  somewhat less than 600 feet above the street.  Most of  the hawks passed 
high over the Tower,  perhaps as h igh as the 1,000-foot level .  The two Peregr ines 
were a t  eye  leve l ,  however ,  c lose  enough for  us  to  see c lear ly  the broad face-mark .  
There  was some tendency for  the hawks to  pass  on the south s ide  of  the Tower ,  and 
we fee l  that  we  may have  missed b i rds  by  not  cover ing  th is  v iew  as  cons i s ten t l y  as  
we d id  the  wes te rn .  

Except for  a s ing le Red-shou lder  f ly ing south over  the Cuyahoga R iver  at  about  
500  fee t ,  a l l  o f  the  hawks  sa i l ed  by  fas t  and  in  the  same net  d i rec t ion ,  wh ich  was  
s l i gh t l y  nor th  o f  eas t .  They  were  thus  a ided  by  the  s t rong  southwes te r l y  w ind ,  bu t  
in  o rde r  to  ma in ta in  the i r  eas te r l y  course  they  must  have  f ough t  t h e  w i nd  s l i gh t l y  
s i d eways .  I n  s eve ra l  c a ses  t h e  b i r d s  we re  c l e a r l y  or iented  southeast  as  though  
buck ing an unwanted norther ly  dr i f t .  

The passage of  these b i rds in an easter ly d irect ion on a southwest wind 
sugges t s  a  pa r t i a l  answer  to  a  ques t i on  ra i sed  by  W i l l i am K lamm conce rn ing  the  
lakef ront  migratory  land-b i rd  process ions wh ich he has of ten  observed a t  
Pe r k in s  Beach  i n  the  sp r i ng .  ( See  a l so  A .  E .  Va l en t i ne ,  C l eve l and  BIRD  CALEN 
DAR,  Augus t  1958 ,  p .  14 )  F rom Pe rk ins  Beach ,  acco rd ing  to  K lamm,  the  bu lk  o f  
t h e se  m ig r an t s  d i s appea r  i n  an  ea s t e r l y  d i r e c t i on  i n s t ead  o f  f o l l ow i ng  t h e  
sho re l i ne  a long  Edgewate r  Pa rk .  One  o f  u s  (Henderson)  p roposed  tha t  the  Po r tage  
Escarpment wou ld be a log ica l  in land route a long wh ich the migrants  might  
c on t i nue .  Te rm ina l  Towe r  s eemed  a  l i k e l y  che ck -po in t  be tween  t he  l a ke f r on t  
c l i f f s  and the escarpment .  We have  as  ye t  l i t t l e  ev idence for  a  f l yway a long 
the escarpment ,  but  there i s  no doubt  that  Termina l  Tower l ies  on a hawk f lyway a t  
l e a s t  unde r  s ome  cond i t i on s .  P r obab l y  i t  i s  a  c on t i nua t i on  o f  t h e  Lakewood-
Perk ins  Beach  lakeshore  rou te .  

In any event, we do not regard hawk-watching from the Tower as an unpre 
d i c tab le ,  one- in -a-mi l l i on  chance .  In  fac t ,  i t  seems a  reasonab le  propos i t ion  
tha t  p rocess ions  o f  hawks  shou ld  be  observab le  there  severa l  t imes  each  spr ing .  I f  
we may be permit ted to genera l ize f rom n inety minutes of  exper ience,  some 
of  the probable  prerequ is i tes  are  a  s teady ,  s t rong south or  southwest  w ind and an 
abundance of  c lear  sky.  We detected no hawks at  a l l  dur ing the per iod when the 
c loud cover  th i ckened.  
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