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SUMMARY  OF  WEATHER  CONDIT IONS  
From U. S. Weather Bureau Reports (Cleveland Hopkins Airport) 

December — The coldest December in the past 41 years, the mercury 
remaining below 32° from the 6th through the 16th.  On four  of  
those days i t fe l l  below zero, including a new record low of -5°  

   on the 10th. Precipitation was below normal, though there were 
heavy snowfalls in the eastern suburbs during the second week. 

January — 	  Cold and wet. Temperature averaged below normal. Snow 
covered the ground during much of the month. Record rainfall of

  2.33 inches in 24 hours on the 21st and 22nd caused severe
  f loods in the r iver val leys. 

February — 	  Temperatures normal, no great extremes, and only moderately  
cold. Snowfall l ight. Heavy rain on the 9th and 10th again  

  caused f looding. 

* * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

All  records, observations, and comments should be sent to Donald L. Newman, 14174 
Superior Road, Cleveland 18, Ohio

 7 



 COMMENT ON THE SEASON 
The except iona l ly  co ld weather  which preva i led dur ing December and much of  

Janua ry  ( see  Weathe r  Summary  on  p reced ing  page)  caused  i ce  to  fo rm and  then  to  
c o ve r  e x t en s i v e  a r e a s  o f  L a k e  E r i e  a t  an  abno rma l l y  e a r l y  p e r i od  o f  t h e  w i n t e r .  
Dur ing the greater  par t  o f  January ,  i ce  covered near ly  a l l  of  the lake that  was v i s ib le  
f rom the shore l ine at  C leve land.  Throughout the winter  there were of  course the 
usua l  smal l  open areas at  the severa l  e lectr ic  generat ing p lants on the lakefront ,  
where out f low ing warm was te  wate r  prevented  i ce  f rom forming.  These spots  
accommoda ted  re la t i ve ly  sma l l  g roups  o f  ducks  and  gu l l s .  

As  a  consequence of  the  unusua l l y  ear ly  i ce  cond i t ions ,  the  w in ter ing  water fowl  
popu la t ion  on  the  Grea te r  C leve land  lake f ron t  was  cons ide rab ly  reduced ,  and  there  
was not  the  cus tomary ,  though tempora ry ,  bu i ldup o f  numbers  to  a  h igh po in t  i n  l a te  
December  and  the  f i r s t  pa r t  o f  Janua ry .  Dur ing  tha t  pe r i od  i n  the  p resen t  w in te r ,  
Scaup  ducks  were  a t  l eas t  50% less  numerous  than  i n  the  open  w in te r  o f  1957-58.  
Common Goldeneye,  however ,  were perhaps on ly  somewhat less  abundant .  Sca r ces t  o f  
a l l  was  the  Ruddy  Duck ,  wh i ch  du r ing  December  and  ea r l y  Janua ry  i n  recent  winters  
had been reported in  f locks of  severa l  hundred to as many as 3,200 (December 8 ,  
1954) .  Th is  w in ter  the  h igh count  was a  mere 66 on December  7 ;  and f rom December  
18 to the end of  February fewer than a dozen Ruddies were reported.  

Bo th  the  Her r ing  and the  R ing-b i l l ed  Gu l l  were  a l so  a f fec ted  by  the  i ce  con 
d i t i ons  on  Lake  E r i e ,  and  the i r  numbers  were  sha rp l y  reduced  ove r  o the r  w in te r s .  
The  peak  da te  fo r  both  spec ies  a long  the  Grea te r  C leve land  lake f ron t  was  December  
25 ,  when  more  than  500  Her r i ng  and  some 8 ,200  R ing -b i l l ed  Gu l l s  were  obse rved  
(K l amm) .  Immed ia t e l y  t he rea f t e r  t he  popu l a t i on  showed  a  ma rked  dec rease .  The  
number  of  Herr ing Gu l l s  recorded in  January and February never  exceeded 185 b i rds .  
R ing-b i l led averaged about 450 b i rds,  though on January 31 approx imate ly  700 were 
obse rved .  The  Bonapar te ' s  Gu l l ,  wh i ch  i s  no rma l l y  common in  December  and  i n  the  
f i r s t  ha l f  o f  January ,  was  except iona l l y  sca rce  th i s  w in te r .  A f te r  December  13 ,  
when about 400 were reported,  th is  spec ies s imply d isappeared, there be ing just  
two subsequent  records:  four  on January  1 ,  and s ix  on January  11 .  

Another species affected by the ear ly and extens ive freeze-up was the Bel ted 
K ing f i she r .  The  Cuyahoga  Fa l l s  Audubon  C lub  reco rded  none  on  i t s  Ch r i s tmas  Coun t  
on December  28 ,  whereas  in  each o f  the four  p r ior  years  f rom two to  four  were ob 
s e rved .  On  tha t  same da te  the  C leve l and  Eas t  S ide  Ch r i s tmas  Coun t  reco rded  fou r  
b i r d s ,  compa red  w i th  e i gh t  i n  1957 .  I n  Janua ry  and  Feb rua ry  on l y  two  K i ng f i she r s  
were  obse rved :  one  a t  C l ague  Pond  on  Janua ry  31 ,  and  one  b i rd  seen  seve ra l  t imes  
i n  the  Rocky  R i ve r  Rese rva t i on .  Fo r  the  same two  months  o f  1958 ,  the re  were  16  
records. 

S imi la r ly ,  the  absence of  open water  prevented the winter ing of  the Great  
B lue Heron,  of  wh ich a  few hardy ind iv idua ls  are usua l ly  found in  the r iver  
va l leys .  Th i s  w in te r  on ly  a  s ing le  b i rd  was  recorded  on  December  14 ;  l as t  w in te r  
there  were 11 records  cover ing a l l  th ree months.  

I t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  t o  say  whe the r  the re  was  an  ac tua l  i n c rease  i n  the  popu la t ion  
o f  P i lea ted and o f  Red-be l l i ed  Woodpeckers  o r  whether  they  s imp ly  occur red  more  
f requent ly  at  feed ing sta t ions ,  though the la t ter  appears  far  more l ike ly .  For  the   
P i lea ted there  were  20 records  f rom e ight  loca l i t i es  in  the  eas tern  por t ion  o f  t h e  
r eg i on  on l y ,  i n c l ud ing  a  band  o f  f ou r  b i r d s  wh i ch  appea red  r egu l a r l y  a t  a  
f e ed ing  s t a t i on  i n  L ake  Coun t y  f r om  Feb rua r y  8  t o  15  (Bo l e ,  J r . ) .  L a s t  w in te r  
th i s  woodpecker  was  repor ted  on ly  e igh t  t imes-a l l  o f  the  repor ts  be ing o f  s ing le  
b i rds .  The number  of  records  of  the  Red-be l l i ed  Woodpecker  doub led  ( f rom 
8  to  16 )  over  the  p rev ious  w in te r ,  and  as  many  as  th ree  b i rds  were  repor ted  a t  
one t ime.  At  Lakewood Park ,  where the many oak t rees  prov ide a  bounteous s tore 
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of acorns, a band of at least s ix Red-headed Woodpeckers - adults and immatures 
spent  the win ter .  In  the eastern port ion of  the reg ion th is  woodpecker  i s  uncommon at  
a l l  seasons of the year,  but an immature b ird wintered in Gates Mi l ls ,  appear ing 
f requent ly  a t  a  feed ing s ta t ion f rom December  13 to  February  23 ,  when i t  was  
k i l l ed  by  a  cat  (Tramer) .  

The Brown Creeper  was notab ly  scarce .  In January just  a  s ing le  b i rd was re 
c o rded ;  i n  Feb rua ry  i t  was  no t  repo r t ed  a t  a l l .  A l t hough  the  Ca ro l i na  Wren  was  seen  
throughout the w inter ,  31 out  of  the  tota l  o f  34 records  were of  s ing le  b i rds ,  whereas  
i n  o the r  w in te r s  th ree ,  f ou r ,  and  occas iona l l y  even  f i ve  b i rds  were  qu i t e  o f ten  
repor ted f rom a g iven loca l i ty .  

Unl ike last  winter  when the Robin appeared in extraord inary numbers,  th is  
winter produced records of  only a scattered few. For January there were but two 
reco rds ,  ea ch  o f  a  s i ng l e  b i rd .  Beg inn ing  abou t  Feb rua ry  20 ,  the  f i r s t  o f  the  
return ing Robins began to appear .  

O f  t he  pas se r i ne  spec ie s  wh i ch  norma l l y  w in te r  i n  some  numbe r s  i n  t he  
C l eve l and  reg i on ,  t he  Go lden - c rowned  K ing le t  exh i b i t ed  t he  g rea te s t  dec rea se .  
Th i s  apparent l y  was  a  ca r ryover  f rom the  au tumn o f  1958 when th i s  spec ies  was  
much less  abundant  in  migra t ion .  The fo l lowing f igures f rom the annua l  C leve land 
Ea s t  S i d e  C h r i s tma s  C ou n t s  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  a b r up t  d e c l i n e  i n  nu mbe r s  o f  t h i s  
k i ng l e t :  1958 ,  4 ;  1957 ,  23 ;  1956 ,  22 ;  1955 ,  40 ;  1954 ,  5 ;  1953 ,  50 .  Fo r  Janua ry  
there  was one record o f  a  s ing le  b i rd .  However ,  in  February  a  band o f  e igh t  was 
observed in the Rocky River Reservat ion on the 22nd, and th is  was the largest number 
reported. 

Apparent l y  mos t  o f  the  nor thern  f i nches  fa i l ed  to  v i s i t  our  reg ion  th i s  w in te r ;  a t  
l e a s t  t h e r e  we re  no  r epo r t s  o f  t he  P i ne  G ro sbeak ,  Red  C ro s sb i l l ,  and  Wh i t e -w i nged  
C ro s sb i l l .  The  Redpo l l  and  th e  P i ne  S i s k i n  we re  r epo r t ed  j u s t  on ce -on  Decembe r  
28 ,  when  f ou r  b i r d s  ea ch  we re  ob se r ved  on  t he  C l eve l and  Eas t  S i de  Ch r i s tmas  
Coun t .  The  Pu rp l e  F i n ch ,  t oo ,  wa s  qu i t e  r a r e .  The r e  we re  on l y  e i gh t  records  fo r  the  
ent i re  w inte r ,  and jus t  one record for  February .  F ive  b i rds  on the C leve land Eas t  S ide 
Chr i s tmas Count  was the la rges t  number  repor ted.  Las t  w in ter  there  were  23  reco rds ,  
inc lud ing  21  b i rds  repor ted  f rom the  Chr i s tmas  Count  in  B r e c k s v i l l e .  E v en  t he  
Ame r i c an  Go l d f i n ch  was  mos t  un common ,  a nd  i n  J anua r y  jus t  a  s ing le  b i rd  was  
repor ted .  

A l though  the  Even ing  Grosbeak  was  seen  i n  seven  sepa ra te  l oca l i t i e s ,  a l l  o f  t h e  
f l o c k s  we re  qu i t e  sma l l ,  r ang i ng  f r om  two  t o  17  b i r d s .  The re  was  j u s t  one  February  
record .  The  most  notab le  o f  the  records  i s  tha t  o f  e igh t  b i rds  (  in  several scattered groups) 
sighted in Black River Township a few miles west of Lorain on December 28 during the first Christmas Count 
of the Elyria Audubon Soc iety (James K imbal l f ide Johnson).  Th is i s  the westernmost  
port ion of  our  reg ion and i s  the  f i r s t  such repor t  f rom tha t  loca l i ty .  

An  unusua l  va r ie ty  o f  r a re l y  w in te r ing  spar rows  appeared  a t  feed ing  s ta t ions :  two 
F ie ld  Spar rows on January  31 in  Wi l loughby (Skaggs) ;  a  Whi te -c rowned Spar row and a  
Fox  Spa r row  i n  Pa i nesv i l l e  on  December  9  (Mr s .  Ca r l  Newhous  f i de  Boo th ) ;  and  a  
Wh i te -c rowned Spar row in  B recksv i l l e  on  Feb ruary  21  (Gaede and Car ro ther s ) .  In  
addi t ion, at  least  one Fox Sparrow spent  part  of  the winter  in  the North Chagr in 
Reservat ion,  where two were seen December 28 (Henderson) and one on January 18 
(Bush) .  These two records  a re  the la tes t  th i s  spec ies  has  ever  been repor ted in  the  
winter. 

We rece ived a  grat i fy ing response f rom our  contr ibutors  to  our  inqu i ry  con 
cern ing the a l leged decrease in  the numbers  o f  w in ter ing b i rds ,  pa r t i cu la r ly  those 

9 



l i k e  the  B lue  Jay ,  Ch i ckadee ,  and  Ca rd ina l  wh i ch  regu la r l y  come to  f eed ing  
stat ions.  There was,  however ,  no consensus e i ther with respect to the common 
w in te r  b i rds  as  a  who le  o r  w i th  respect  to  a  pa r t i cu l a r  spec i e s .  Op in i on  was  
about  even ly  d iv ided  be tween those  who be l i eved  tha t  numbers  were  reduced  and 
those who fe l t  there had been l i t t le ,  i f  any, change. The most i l luminat ing comment 
on th is  quest ion came f rom Louis  Sturm, and we urge you to read h is  r emarks i n  
the  F i e l d  No tes  sec t i on  o f  th i s  i s sue .  

The  l a s t  week  o f  Feb rua ry  saw the  t ime l y  re tu rn  o f  such  ea r l y  m ig ran t s  as  the  
K i l ldeer ,  Rob in ,  B lueb i rd ,  Eastern Meadowlark ,  Common Grack le ,  Redwinged B lackb i rd ,  
and Song Sparrow. By February  28,  the b lackb i rd roost  a t  C lague Park,  wh i ch has 
been  a  sp r ing t ime  phenomenon  fo r  many  yea rs ,  cons i s ted  o f  poss ib l y  2 ,000  b i rds .  
G rack l e s  p redomina ted ,  bu t  Redw ings ,  S ta r l i ngs ,  and  Rob ins  were  present,  too  
(Klamm). 

    ADDENDUM 

In  the  Autumn 1958 Number  o f  the  BIRD CALENDAR we commented  on  the  Complete  
absence of records for the Parula Warbler in the per iod from December 1, 1957 to November 
30,  1958 .  We have now been  in fo rmed by  Dr .  T .  F .  U l r i ch ,  o f  Barber ton ,  that  he saw  a  
ma le  o f  th i s  spec ies  on May 10,  1958 in  a  row of  t rees  border ing a  d i r t  road  on the 
sou thern edge o f  Akron.  Th is  record b r ings  to  a  to ta l  o f  239 the number  o f  spec ies  
repor ted in  the C leve land reg ion in  the one-year  per iod descr ibed above.  

   NOTEWORTHY RECORDS 

Red- th roa ted  Loon  — F rom Janua ry  17  th rough  the  31s t  a  s i ng l e  i nd i v i dua l ,  hav ing  a  
ve r y  wh i t e  head  and  neck ,  r ema ined  on  Summi t  Lake  in  Ak ron  (DeSan te  e t  a l ) .  Th i s  
i s  t he  l a t e s t  t h i s  spec ie s  has  been  r epo r t ed  du r i ng  t he  w in te r ,  and  i t  i s  on l y  the  
th i rd winter  record for  the C leve land reg ion .  

Ha r l equ i n  Duck  — Fo r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime  anywhe re  i n  t h e  r eg i on ,  two  b i r d s  (ma le  and  
f ema l e )  we r e  r e c o r d ed  a t  P e r k i n s  B ea ch ,  C l e v e l a nd ,  on  De cem be r  7 ,  8 ,  a n d  1 3  
(Henderson,  Raynes ,  K lamm).  They  were in  the  genera l  company o f  Common Goldeneye 
and  S toup  ducks ,  though  they  kep t  t oge the r .  On  Decembe r  23  a t  Eas t l a ke ,  a  f ema l e  
was  seen  (Car ro ther s ) .  These  occur rences  mark  the  th i rd  w in te r  th i s  spec ies  has  
been repor ted  s ince  i t  was  in i t i a l l y  observed  a t  Edgewater  Park  on  January  23 ,  1954 .  

B r oad -w inged  Hawk  — A  f l o ck  o f  13  c i r c l ed  ove r  t he  i n t e r s e c t i on  o f  Rou t e s  254  
and 76 ,  jus t  eas t  o f  Avon ,  l a te  in  the  a f te rnoon  o f  February  20  (W.  Dexte r ) .  Such  an  
except iona l ly  ear ly  f l igh t  of  migrants  i s  the f i r s t  ever  to  be repor ted dur ing the 
w in te r .  On ly  ra re ly ,  in  fac t ,  does  th i s  hawk w in te r  in  the  C leve land  reg ion .  

Ba ld  Eag le  — Ea r l y  i n  the  a f te rnoon  o f  Janua ry  23 ,  an  adu l t - i t s  wh i t e  head  and  ta i l  
somewhat so i led-hovered for  perhaps four  or  f ive minutes some 30 to 50 feet  above 
t he  wa te r  nea r  the  mou th  o f  t he  B l a ck  R i ve r  i n  Lo ra i n .  F i na l l y ,  the  b i r d  dropped  to  
the water leve l ,  p icked up a f ish (probably a dead one f loat ing on the surface) ,  and 
then ga in ing a l t i tude soon f lew out  of  s ight  ( Johnson) .  

G l aucous  Gu l l  —  Among  the  He r r i ng  and  R ing -b i l l ed  gu l l s  wh i ch  were  f eed i ng  in  
t he  i c e  deb r i s  j u s t  o f f sho re  a t  Go rdon  Pa r k  on  Feb rua ry  7 ,  was  th i s  i n f r equen t  
w inter  v is i tor - in  per fect  second-year  p lumage.  Later  th i s  gu l l  f lew to  open water ,  
where  i t  repeated ly  hovered and f lu t te red  jus t  above  the  sur face  wh i le  p i ck ing  up  
and then  d i sca rd ing  va r ious  ob jec t s  f l oa t ing in  the  wate r  (K lamm).  On  February  8  and  
9 ,  on  Summ i t  L a k e  i n  Ak r on  ano the r  b i r d  i n  s e c ond - y ea r  p l umage  wa s  ob se r ved  
(S ta iger ,  W i ley ,  DeSante) .  Or  was  th i s  the  Gordon Park  gu l l  wh ich  had  s imp ly  
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sh i f ted to  a  new feed ing area?  In  e i ther  case ,  th i s  i s  the  f i r s t  in land record for  the  
spec ies .  

Long-eared Owl  — The fo l lowing four  records  are  the la rgest  number  ever  repor ted in  
a s ingle season: (1) In a wet woods at Hambden a b ird roosted from November 1,  1958 
to  December  11  in  a  Red-shou ldered  Hawk 's  nes t  located about  40 feet  up in  a  
shagbark  h i ckory  t ree  (Harm) .  Th is  was  probab ly  the same owl  that  was observed in  
the  same woods fo r  12 days  in  December  1957 ,  when i t  occup ied a  sugar  map le  
tree heavi ly overgrown with wi ld grapevine. (2) At Lora in on December 22, one was 
d iscovered in  the la rgest  of  a  backyard p lant ing of  four  spruce t rees ,  where i t  was 
s tud ied in  good l ight  for  about  f ive minutes .  I t  then moved into a ta l l  sugar  maple 
nea rby ,  r ema ined  the re  fo r  a  f ew m inu tes ,  and  then  f l ew ou t  o f  s i gh t .  No  pe l l e t s  
were  found (Lebo ld) .  (3 )  A  spruce  t ree  was  a l so  the  roos t i ng  spot  f o r  a  b i rd  wh ich  
was observed at  8 :00 a .m. ,  January  25,  in  the  spac ious  grounds  of  a  res idence in  
Broadv iew He ights .  La ter  the owl  sh i f ted to an app le t ree  but  soon became f r ightened 
and  d i sappeared  in to  some cover  ac ross  the  road  (Smi th ) .  (4 )  Though i t  was  some 
t imes  ha ra s sed  by  C r ows  and  B lue  J ay s ,  a  Long -ea red  Ow l  r ema ined  i n  Che s tnu t  H i l l s  
Ceme te r y ,  Cuyahoga  Fa l l s ,  f o r  s eve ra l  d ay s  i n  l a t e  Feb rua r y  and  was  s t i l l  present  on  
the 28th (Wiley). 

B lack-backed Three- toed Woodpecker  — The female wh ich had f requent ly  fed 
dur ing  November  on a  dead e lm t ree  in  a  yard  in  Wa i te  H i l l  and was  las t  seen 
on November 25, appeared again on December 3. I t  worked on the tree from 8:15 to 
8 :45  a .m. ,  wh ich  had  been the  cus tomary  t ime  o f  i t s  morn ing  v i s i t s  in  November .  No  
fu r the r  appea rances  were  no ted  un t i l  Janua ry  7  a t  abou t  n ine  o ' c l ock  when  i t  was  
observed fo r  the  las t  t ime (F lan igan) .  

No r the rn  Sh r i ke  — Four  reco rds -each  o f  a  s i ng le  b i rd -a re  as  fo l l ows :  December  

28  and  Feb rua ry  28  i n  an  open  f i e ld  a rea  i n  Pepper  P i ke  V i l l age  (Raynes ) ;  January  3 ,  
Euc l i d  C reek  Rese rva t ion  (Bush) ;  Feb rua ry  8  i n  the  Cuyahoga  R i ve r  Va l l ey  no r th  of  
Akron (DeSante); February 8 and again on February 25, a bird perched on a wire 
over look ing  a  park ing lo t  near  Euc l id  and Ivanhoe Roads ,  C leve land (Bush) .  I t  i s  
in teres t ing to note that  as has genera l ly  been t rue in  other  win ters ,  th is  shr ike was not  
repor ted f rom west  of  the Cuyahoga R iver .  

Ye l lowthroat  — At  about  3:30 p.m. on January 3 and at  prec ise ly  the same t ime on 
January 31,  a female or  immature b ird appeared in the smal l  grove of  p ines oppos i te  
the  boa thouse  on  the  eas t  s i de  o f  the  Lower  Shake r  Lake .  Th i s  warb le r  had  been  
f l i t t ing  about  in  the  smal l  ye l low b i rch  t rees  and the mass  o f  sh rubbery  growing on 
the  s lope  above  the  l ake .  Occas iona l l y  i t  u t te red  i t s  d i s t i nc t i ve  ca l l  no te .  When  i t  
came into the evergreens,  i t  f lut tered a long the branches -  somet imes above, some 
t imes  be l ow -and  seemed  t o  p i c k  a t  t h e  base  o f  t h e  need l e  c l u s t e r s  a s  we l l  a s  a t  the  
bark  on the  t runk and la rger  branches  (Newman) .  Th is  i s  the  f i r s t  w in ter  record  for  
the region. 

FIELD NOTES 

Red i s t r i bu t i on  o f  Suburban  B i rd  Popu la t i on?  The  ed i to r s  o f  the  C leve l and  B IRD 
CALENDAR in  t he i r  r egu l a r  qua r t e r l y  l e t t e r  t o  con t r i bu to r s  have  r a i sed  t he  ques t ion  
whether  there was a reduct ion in  the numbers of  winter ing b i rds  in  the season ju s t  
ended ,  pa r t i cu l a r l y  those  spec ie s  tha t  a r e  a c cus tomed  t o  come  to  f eed i ng  s ta t i ons .  
Wh i l e  I  canno t  answer  fo r  the  C leve l and  reg ion  as  a  who le ,  I  can  re l a te  my  
expe r i ence  i n  my  own  commun i t y  o f  So l on ,  wh i ch  l i ke  so  many  o the r  sma l l ,  out ly ing  
communi t ies  has  added many new homes and fami l i es  in  recen t  years .  

Up unt i l  two years  ago we were ,  in  our  immediate  v i c in i t y ,  the on ly  ones  who 
cons i s ten t l y  fed  the  b i rds .  Now there  a re  severa l  fami l i es  do ing  so .  Two yea r s  
ago  we  had  ten  pa i r s  o f  Ca rd ina l s  a s  regu la r  v i s i t o r s ;  th i s  yea r  we  had  on ly  three  
pa i rs .  
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But one of  my ne ighbors who star ted feed ing last  year  has been feed ing seven 
pa i r s  regu la r ly  th i s  year .  

The propr ie tor  o f  the  loca l  feed  s tore  to ld  me recent ly  that  he had been 
se l l i ng  on  an  ave rage  o f  4 , 000  pounds  o f  f eed  pe r  week  du r i ng  t he  w in te r  o f  
1958-59 .  Ye t  f i ve  yea r s  ago  he  so ld  on l y  200  pounds  du r ing  the  en t i re  w in te r .  
Thus i t  may be that  wi th the greater  and more widespread in teres t  in  the feed ing 
o f  b i rds ,  espec ia l l y  in  the  suburban commun i t i es ,  the  w in te r ing  b i rd  popu la t ion  
has s imply been scat tered or red istr ibuted, wi thout there hav ing been a true re 
duc t i on  i n  to ta l  numbers .  — LOUIS  STURM 

P e r e g r i n e  F a l c o n  i n  D o w n t o w n  C l e v e l a n d .  A t  a b o u t  m i d - a f t e r n o o n  o n  a  d a y  
i n late October or early November 1958, I was walking on Euclid Avenue just west of East 9th 
Street. There were pigeons in some numbers in the air  over the street. Suddenly in 
among them appeared a Peregrine Falcon, at about roof-top level or a little below, making a try for one 
of the pigeons. The intended victim did a desperate qu ick turn between two bu i ld ings , and 
the Peregr ine  veered of f ,  f loa ted up for a moment over  the avenue, and s l ipped out  
of  s ight  towards the south above the bu i ld ings .  

A s  qu i c k l y  a s  I  cou l d  f i nd  a  ho l e  i n  t he  t r a f f i c ,  I  j a ywa l ked  t o  t he  no r th  
s i de  o f  Euc l i d  Avenue  and  s tood  l ook ing  fo r  the  b i rd  to  reappea r .  P igeons  con 
t i nued  to  f l y  back  and  fo r th ,  bu f f e ted  by  the  w ind  bu t  no t  espec i a l l y  f r i gh tened  
by  the  p resumed presence  o f  Fa l co  peregr inus  anatum.  I  s tood  ( jus t  wes t  o f  the  
Bond  s to re )  f o r  pe rhaps  f i v e  m inu te s ,  bu t  no  b i r d .  I t  was  no t  un t i l  I  s t a r t ed  
towards the Publ ic  Square that I  saw the bird for the second t ime, f loat ing laz i ly  
wes tward  over  Euc l i d ,  aga in  a t  roo f - top  l eve l .  He  (o r  she )  d r i f ted  ou t  o f  s igh t  
in  the  gene ra l  a rea  o f  the  May  Company .  A las ,  I  never  saw tha t  b i rd  aga in ,  though 
w i th  b inocu la rs  a t  the  ready  I  scou red  downtown C leve land  ha l f  a  dozen  
a f te rnoons  i n  Novembe r  and  Decembe r  bu t  w i th  no  lu ck  a t  a l l .  J udg ing  f r om my  
expe r i ence  w i th  the  Pe regr ine  Fa l con  in  the  Bos ton-Cambr idge ,  Massachuse t t s ,  
a rea ,  the  bes t  way  to  f ind  one of  these  nob le  b i rds  on  h is  usua l  roost  i s  to  look  for  
the b ig  wh i te  s t reak o f  excreta be low the perch;  and so I  looked and looked,  but  
never  found  s u c h  a  t e l l - t a l e  s t r e a k .  —  R O B E R T  H .  W E L K E R  

Win ter ing Water fowl  on  Summi t  Lake .  Dur ing  the present  w inte r  I  v i s i ted  Summit  

Lake in Akron about twice each week and kept deta i led records of  the waterfowl 
popu la t ion .  Th i s  l ake ,  wh ich  i s  l oca ted  near  the  cente r  o f  the  met ropo l i t an  a rea  
of  the c i ty ,  i s  kept  open in  winter  by  the warm water  which empt ies into i t  f rom 
nearby indust r ia l  p lants .  In  a l l ,  I  recorded  26 spec ies  o f  water fowl  inc lud ing 16 
spec ies  o f  ducks .  Mos t  numerous  in  December  was  the  B lack  Duck ,  wh ich  made up  
about  44% of  the winter ing popu la t ion .  On December  1 ,  on ly  75 B lacks were present  
but  the f lock  gradua l ly  increased to  a peak of  371 on December  26.  In  January and 
February  numbers  f l uc tua ted  g rea t l y ,  and  d ropped to  a  low o f  four  on  February  28 .  
L i k e  t h e  B l a c k  D u c k s ,  t h e  M a l l a r d s  r e a c h e d  t h e i r  p e a k  o f  a b u n d a n c e  i n  l a t e  
December when as many as  107 were counted.  

Common Go ldeneyes ,  wh ich  were  f i r s t  seen on  December  14,  were  the second 
most  abundant  spec ies .  H igh  count  was  375  on  February  2 .  Few Go ldeneye  rema ined  
on the lake dur ing the day,  but  an average of  f rom 150 to 200 f lew in  a t  even ing.  On 
warm days  they  f l ew low f rom the  south  (Long  Lake ,  the  Oh io  Cana l ) ;  on  co ld  days  
t hey  f l ew  h i gh  f r om  the  no r th  ( L ake  E r i e ? ) .  A  Canada  Goose  was  p re sen t  f r om  
December  21 to  February  12 ,  and  a  fema le  Shove le r  f rom December  6  to  the  31s t ,  
wh i ch  i s  a  new l a t e  da te  o f  o c cu r rence  f o r  t he  C l eve land  r eg i on .  By  t he  l a s t  o f  
February  on ly  a  few Ma l la rds  and B lack  Ducks  and about  20  Coots  rema ined on the 
l a k e .  —  D A V E  D E S A N T E  
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 ADDITIONAL NOTES ON FOOD OF COMMON BIRDS - X 

Ralph W. Dexter  

Kent  S ta te  Un i ve r s i t y ,  Ken t ,  Oh io  


S ince  the  l a s t  repor t  in  th i s  se r ies  (C leve land  BIRD CALENDAR 54  (1 ) :  12-14 .  
1958) ,  ana lyses  have  been made on 66 s tomachs ,  represent ing  29 spec ies ,  and on 
244 owl  pe l le ts  f rom three spec ies .  Ten stomachs were empty (Red-shouldered Hawk,  
Barn  Owl ,  Ca tb i rd ,  Cedar  Waxw ing  (4) ,  Rob in ,  S ta r l i ng ,  and  Ye l l owth roa t ) .  Resu l t s  
o f  t h e  s t u d y  a r e  s u mm a r i z e d  h e r e .  Un l e s s  o t h e rw i s e  s t a t e d ,  a l l  s p e c im en s  we r e  
co l l ec ted  in  1958 .  Gra te fu l  acknowledgment  i s  made to  Dr .  C l in ton  H.  Hobbs  o f  
Ken t  S t a t e  Un i v e r s i t y  and  A lmon  Rood  o f  Pha l anx  M i l l s  f o r  i d en t i f i c a t i on  o f  t he  
seeds,  and to those persons who k ind ly contr ibuted spec imens for s tudy,  espec ia l ly  
Laurence Isard and Mrs.  Winan Snyder  who furn ished a la rge por t ion of  them. 

Greater Scaup — 2 shot December 19 at the C leve land breakwal l .  Contents:  many 
sma l l  sna i l s  o f  P l eu roce ra  acu ta ,  and  one  b l ackbe r ry  seed  ( R u b u s  sp . )  i n  one  
b i rd ,  and both conta ined a smal l  amount  of  vegetat ion .  

Lesse r  Scaup — 6  shot  December  13-19  a t  the  C leve land  b reakwa l l .  Contents :  
(1 )  6  sna i l s  o f  P leurocera  acuta ;  (2 )  3  copepod and 1  c ladoceran Crustacea ,  1  

seed of lady's thumb (Po l ygonum pe r s i c a r i a )  and some root fragments; (3) fragments 
o f  a  sna i l  and 1  seed o f  P .  p e r s i c a r i a ;  (4)  f ragments  o f  vegeta t ion  and severa l  
seeds of bramble (Rubus  sp. ), charlock (?) ( B r a s s i c a  kabe r ) ,  and an unidentif ied 
spec ies;  (5 and 6)  f ragments  of  vegetat ion .  

Red-breasted Merganser — 3 shot November 22 at Fairport  Harbor breakwal l .  Con 
tents:  (1)  f ragments of  a  crayf ish;  (2 and 3)  f ragments of  a lgae.  

Red- ta i l ed  Hawk — Shot  October  25  a t  F ros t ,  Wes t  V i rg in ia .  Conten ts :  1  Norway  
rat (Ra t t u s  norvegicus). 

Bobwh i t e  — Found  dead  Oc tobe r  10  on  K .  S .  U .  c ampus .  Con ten t s :  seeds  o f  Pennsy l 
vania smartweed (Po lygonum pennsy lvan icum),  climbing false buckwheat (P .  scandens) , 
grape ( V i t i s ) ,  and an unident i f ied species.  

R ing-necked Pheasant  — Found dead May 19 on h ighway south  of  Kent .  Conten ts :  
1  curcu l ion id  weev i l ,  2  chrysomel id ,  1  carab id ,  1  my labr id ,  and 1  e la te r id  bee t les ;  
1 moth cocoon, 1 spider, 6 sowbugs of Armadillidium vulgare and 4 sowbugs of Por
c e l l i o n i de s  p ru i no su s ;  several kernels of corn and wild cherry pits ( P r unus  sero 
t i n a ) ,  numerous leafy  f ragments and seeds of  Pennsy lvan ia smartweed. 

Amer ican  Coot  — Found dead November  1  near  S t ree tsboro .  Conten ts :  many seeds  
of  an  un ident i f ied  spec ies .  

Amer ican  Woodcock — Found dead  in  Ju ly  in  Por tage County .  Conten ts :  1  sma l l  seed 

l ing and the fol lowing seeds: 6 of blackberry ( R ubu s ) ,  3 of redtop ( A g r o s t i s  a lba), 

1 of wood sorrel (Oxa l i s  s t r i c t a ) ,  1 of sheep sorrel (?) (Rumex  acetosella). 

B lack-b i l led Cuckoo — Found dead in summer near Br imf ie ld .  Contents:  mass of  
ca te rp i l l a r s  and the i r  webb ing.  

Barn  Owl  — 60 pe l le ts  co l lected May 11 at  the G i lc rest  fa rm near Hartv i l le .  Con 
tents: 188 field mice (Microtus pennsy lvan icus) ,  26 short-tailed shrews (B lar ina 
brevicauda), 4 white-footed deer mice ( Pe romyscu s  l eu copu s ) ,  2 Canada shrews 
(Sorex c inereus) ,  1 rat  bone ( R a t t u s  sp.) ,  and 1 sku l l  o f  a  b lackb i rd. (Average of  
3 .6  sku l l s  per  pe l l e t ) .  125  pe l l e t s  co l l ec ted  Apr i l  13 ,  S tow Road near  Hudson .  
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Con ten t s :  336  f i e l d  m i c e ,  68  sho r t - t a i l ed  sh rews ,  6  wh i t e - f oo t ed  dee r  m i c e ,  4  
little harvest mice (Rei throdontomys humul is) ,  1 house mouse (Mus musculus),  1 
meadow jumping mouse (Zapus hudson ius) ,  and 1 least weasel (Muste la  r ixosa) .  
(Average  o f  3 .3  sku l l s  per  pe l l e t ) .  40  pe l l e t s  co l l ec ted  November  16  f rom same 
p l a c e .  Con t en t s :  80  f i e l d  m i c e ,  18  sh o r t - t a i l e d  s h r ews ,  6  wh i t e - f oo t e d  dee r  
mice ,  1  Canada shrew,  and 1  ra t  bone .  (Average o f  2 .6  sku l l s  per  pe l le t ) .  

Screech Owl  — 1  pe l le t  found May 19 near  Br imf ie ld .  Contents :  1  f ie ld  mouse .  

G rea t  Horned  Ow l  — 15  pe l l e t s  co l l e c ted  March  13  a t  V i rg in i a  Kenda l l  Pa rk  
no r th of Akron. Contents: many fragments of cottontai l  rabbit ( S y l v i l a gu s  
f l o r i d anu s ) ,  many fragments of Ring-necked Pheasant ( Ph a s i onu s  c o l c h i c u s ) ,  1 
f ield mouse, 1 meadow jumping mouse, 1 Norway rat ,  and 1 perching bird.  Joseph 
Beckett ,  who co l lec ted these pe l le t s ,  found at  the nest  remains  o f  5  Norway ra ts ,  
3  cot tonta i l s ,  2  R ing  -necked  Pheasan t s ,  and  seve ra l  m i ce .  S tomachs  f rom 2  
immatu re  b i rds  k i l l ed  in  Apr i l  i n  Cuyahoga  County .  Con ten ts :  (1 )  1  shor t - ta i l ed  
shrew and 1  b i rd  fea ther ;  (2)  f ragments  of  p lants  and insects .  

Downy Woodpecker — (1) Found dead March 12 near  Medina.  Contents:  10 caterp i l  
l a r s ,  3  aph ids ,  2  sp ide r s ,  and  i n sec t  f r agments  i nc lud ing  bee t l e s .  (2 )  Found  dead  
May  27  nea r  B r im f i e l d .  Con ten t s :  3  ca t e rp i l l a r s  and  i n sec t  f r agmen t s  i n c l ud i ng  
beet les .  

Horned Lark — Found dead  May  12 on K.  S .  U.  campus.  Contents:  10 smal l ,  green  
caterp i l la rs ,  f ragments of  a  weev i l  and other  insects ,  and 3 seeds of  whi te cock le 
(Lynchnis alba). 

Common Crow — Two shot  October  4 near  Welchf ie ld .  Contents :  (1)  2 seeds of  cu l 
t i v a t ed  che r r y  and  f r agmen t s  o f  i n sec t s ,  e spec i a l l y  bee t l e s ;  ( 2 )  11  seeds  o f  cu l 
t i va ted  cher ry ,  1  ca rab id  beet le ,  and insec t  f ragments  of  beet les ,  weev i l s ,  and  
hymenopte rans .  One  sho t  Oc tobe r  14  nea r  Hammondv i l l e .  Con ten t s :  mass  o f  co rn  
and wheat. 

B rown Creeper  — Found dead Apr i l  9  on  K .  S .  U .  campus .  Contents :  insec t  eggs  
and insect  f ragments  inc lud ing co leopterans  and hymenopterans .  

Rob in — (1) Found dead May 22 on K.  S .  U.  campus.  Contents:  s tems of  herbaceous 
p l an t s .  (2 )  Found  dead  on  May  26  on  K .  S .  U .  campus .  Con ten t s :  i n sec t  f r agments  
and leafy f ragments .  

Wood Thrush — Found dead October  6 on K.  S .  U.  campus.  Contents :  f ragments  of  
i n sec t s  i nc lud ing  weev i l s  and  1  m i l l i pede .  

Swa inson ' s  Thrush  — Found dead September  22  on  K .  S .  U .  campus .  Contents :  1  
harves t  sp ider  (daddy -  l ong legs) ,  1  s tone f l y ,  5  seeds  and  f ru i t  o f  an  un ident i f i ed  
p lan t .  

Grey-cheeked Thrush — Found dead October 15 in southwestern sect ion of  Kent.  
Contents :  1 la rva l  insect ,  many insect  f ragments ,  f ru i ts  and seeds of  pokeberry 
(Phytolacca a m e r i c a n a )  and of  an unident i f ied species.  

Cedar  Waxwing — (1)  Found dead June 22 near  Br imf ie ld .  Contents :  32 smal l  cater 
p i l l a r s ,  1  sma l l  f l y  ( d ip t e ran ) ,  sma l l  amoun t  o f  l ea f y  t i s sue  and  i n sec t  f r agmen t s .  
(2)  Found dead November 13 near  Darrowvi l le .  Contents :  f ragments  of  f ru i t .  

S tar l ing  — Found dead May 22 near  Kent .  Contents:  f ragments  of  sna i l s  and f in 

gernai l  c lams ( S p h a e r i i d a e ) ,  f ragments of insects inc luding beet les,  and 2 grass 
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seed l ings .  (2)  Shot  May  25 near  Roots town.  Contents :  14 caterp i l l a rs ,  
f ragments of  beet les,  and 2 achenes of  dandel ion (Taroxacum o f f i c i n a l i s ) .  

B lue-winged Warb ler  — Found dead in summer near  Br imf ie ld .  Contents:  6 cater 

p i l l a r s  w i th  i n sec t  f r agments  i nc lud ing  bee t l e s  and  weev i l s .  

B lack - th roa ted  B lue  Warb le r  — Found dead October  7  on  K .  S .  U .  campus .  
Contents :  1  ca te rp i l l a r  w i th  insec t  f ragments  inc lud ing  beet les  and  weev i l s .  

Ovenbird — (1) Found dead May 25 near Rootstown. Contents:  Large mass of insect 
f ragments  inc lud ing beet les ,  and 1  seed  o f  orach ( A t r i p l e x  sp .? ) .  (2 )  Found dead 
May 29 on K.  S .  U .  campus.  Contents :  f ragments  of  Rhynchophora  and Hymenoptera  
wi th 4 seeds of  orach.  

House Sparrow — (1)  Two k i l l ed  Apr i l  4  at  Kent .  Contents :  both  had f ragments  of  
g rasses  and  sedges .  Th ree  k i l l ed  May  25  nea r  Roo t s town .  Con ten t s :  (1 )  1  
sp ide r , 6 kernels of corn, and 5 seeds of white cockle ( L yn chn i s  alba). (2) mass of 
insect  f ragments  inc lud ing beet les  and 5  ke rne ls  o f  corn .  (3)  1  harvest  sp ider ,  
f ragments  o f  insec ts ,  ke rne l s  o f  co rn ,  and  severa l  seeds  o f  wh i te  cock le .  

Redwinged B lackb i rd  — Found dead May 25 near  Roots town.  Contents :  3  

cate rp i l la r s  and f ragments of  insects .  

Card ina l  — F ive found dead in  summer near  Br imf ie ld .  Contents:  (1)  f ragments  of  
seeds .  (2 )  f ragments  o f  insects .  (3 )  9  gra ins  o f  wheat ,  many seeds  o f  an un iden 
t i f i ed  spec ies ,  and f ragments  o f  insects .  (4 and 5)  insect  f ragments  w i th  seeds of  
bitter nightshade (So lanum du l camara )  and Rubus  in one and unidentified seeds in 
the other .  Two found dead November  20 and 29 in  Kent .  Contents:  (1)  seeds  of  
sunf lower .  (2)  numerous  seeds  o f  b i t te r  n igh tshade.  One found dead December  
15 on Kent  - Ravenna Road.  Contents:  kerne ls  o f  corn .  

Rose-breasted Grosbeak  — (1)  Found dead May 17 in  Akron.  Contents :  vegetab le  
mat ter .  (2 )  Found dead in  summer near  Br imf ie ld .  Conten ts :  kerne ls  o f  corn .  

Ind igo Bunt ing — Found dead in  summer near  Br imf ie ld .  Contents:  2 caterp i l la rs  

and insec t  f ragments  inc lud ing Co leoptera  and Hymenoptera .  

F ie ld Sparrow — Found dead in summer near Br imf ie ld.  Contents:  f ragments of  
beet les and weevi ls with 3 seeds of Kentucky bluegrass (Poa p r a t e n s i s )  and 3 
seeds of panic grass ( P a n i c um  capi l lare). 

Addenda: Seeds reported from the Snow Bunting (October 23, 1954, at Mosquito 
Reservo i r )  as  (ox ta i l  o r  pan i c  g rass  have  now been pos i t i ve l y  ident i f i ed  as  the  
latter ( P .  capi l lare).  Seeds from a Cardinal  found dead December 24, 1954 have 
been identified as bitter nightshade (So lanum du l camara ) .  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

The  Oh io  S ta te  Museum,  Co lumbus ,  i s  des i rous  o f  comp le t i ng  i t s  f i l e  o f  The  
C leve land  B IRD CALENDAR.  Anyone  hav ing  a  comp le te  f i l e  o r  nea r l y  comp le te  f i l e  
wh ich  he  wou ld  be  in te res ted  in  p resent ing o r  se l l i ng  to  the  Museum i s  inv i t ed  to  
add ress  the  unde r s i gned .  The  Oh io  S ta te  Museum has  an  exce l l en t  l i b ra ry  o f  b i rd  
books ,  and  i s  anx ious  to  comp le te  i t s  f i l e s  o f  pub l i ca t ions  o f  l oca l  b i rd  g roups .  

Edwa rd  S .  Thomas   
Curator  o f    Natu ra l  H is tory  
Ohio State Museum 
Co lumbus 10,  Oh io  
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