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Monthly Meetings
Guests are always welcome — Cleveland Museum of Natural History...
e ednesday of every month except July and August, 7:00 PM

Wednesday, March 4, 2020

Five Years of Systematic Surveys
at Cleveland Lakefront Nature Preserve

Presented by Laura Gooch

A group of dedicated volunteers have been performing system-
atic bird surveys at Cleveland Lakefront Nature Preserve
(CLNP) several times each week since July of 2014. With over
five years of data collected, we will make some observations
about the survey effort to date, present some preliminary re-
sults, and discuss how the surveys fit into broader efforts to
monitor bird populations.

Laura Gooch is a civil engineer by training and an ornithologist
by avocation. After practicing environmental engineering for
more than 15 years, she began photographing and observing
birds. She is currently a research associate with the ornithology
department of the Cleveland Museum of Natural History and a
licensed bird bander affiliated with the Black Swamp Bird Observatory. Her bird-related work includes bird
photography and song recording, bird banding, migration monitoring through night-flight call analysis, bird
study skin preparation, breeding bird surveys, and coordination of systematic bird surveys at Cleveland Lake-
front Nature Preserve.

The Kirtland Warbler, the newsletter of the Kirtland Bird Club (KBC), Cleveland Ohio, is published quar-
terly. It contains KBC meetings and trip information, web site updates, other events and programs of inter-
est, and issues of local concern. A subscription to The Kirtland Warbler is a benefit of club membership.
Your contributions of articles, event information, photos, and drawings are welcome. Please send submis-
sions to the Editor, Anna Kozlenko or to annajulnes@yahoo.com
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Monthly Meetings (continuation)

Wednesday, April 1, 2020

A New Primer on Backyard Bird Feeding
Presented by John Barber

How can we best feed birds in our yards? The accepted wis-
dom of many feeders brimming with commercially-grown
seeds is increasingly seen as one of the lowest priorities for
helping both nesting and migrating birds. Are we supporting
birds that are relentless predators on open-cup nesting spe-
cies? The answer lies in designing and planting a wide array
of native trees, shrubs, and perennials to host the widest pos-
sible array of native insects, while avoiding the temptation to
plant non-native and potentially invasive plants sometimes
sold as "bird-friendly". Recent research suggests the highest
probably of success for nesting Black-capped Chickadees
results from yards planted with more than 70% native

plants. We'll talk about turning yards of any size into truly
bird-friendly habitats.

John has been a citizen scientist for over fifty years, active in
green space preservation, the recovery of Peregrine Falcon
populations, and the continuing recovery of Eastern Blue-
birds. Now retired after 35years in the business world, he is
focused on restoring and maintaining biodiversity. He con-
tinues studies on bluebirds and performs habitat restoration
and ecological gardening with native plants.

A native of Shaker Heights, he served on the board of the Nature Center for ten

years, including two terms as Board President. He now serves on the board of the Native Plant Trust. He is
co-leading the Friends of Lower Lake, a program of the Doan Brook Watershed Partnership, working to
restore habitat around Lower Lake Park in the Shaker Parklands.

My experience in Birding Camp Colorado
By Helena Souffrant

Helena Souffrant, a junior at Western Reserve Academy, has
been interested in all things nature for many years. She is a
member of the Earth Initiative Club at her school and a mem-
ber of the Ohio Young Birders Club. In addition to birding,
Helena enjoys hiking, kayaking and playing the hammered and
mountain dulcimers.

In 2019 Helena was the recipient of a Kirtland Bird Club
scholarship to attend the American Birding Association's
Camp Colorado, the subject of her presentation.
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Upcoming Field Trips

March at Sandy Ridge Reservation
Saturday, March 28, 2020, 9:00 AM
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Sandy Ridge Reservation, 6195 Otten Road, North
Ridgeville, Ohio

Website:
https://www.loraincountymetroparks.com/sandy-ridge
-reservation

Leader: Paula Lozano

Description: Sandy Ridge is a 310 acre wetland and
wildlife preserve, divided almost equally between forest,
meadow and marsh. It is a favorite birding spot, with over
100 bird species on its breeding list. Early March target
species include waterfowl and nesting Bald Eagles.
Scopes are useful but not necessary.

Directions:

Take 1-90 W to OH-611 in Avon. Turn left (south) on OH
-611 S. Cross OH-254, Detroit Rd, and continue south on
Stoney Ridge Rd. Turn right (west) on Barres Rd, left on
Otten Rd and left at entrance to Sandy Ridge Reservation.

Take 1-480 W to Lorain Rd, Exit 2. Turn right on Lear Nagel Rd, left on Chestnut Ridge Rd, right on Bain-
bridge Rd, right on Avon Belden Rd/Oh-83, left on US-20, right on Stoney Ridge Rd, left on Barres Rd, left
on Otten Rd and left at entrance to Sandy Ridge entrance.

Spring Migrants at Cleveland

Lakefront Nature Preserve
Saturday, April 11, 2020, 7:30 AM

Cleveland Lakefront Nature Preserve, 8701 Lakeshore
Blvd, Cleveland, Ohio

Website: https://birding-in-ohio.com/cuyahoga-
county/cleveland-lakefront-nature-preserve/

Leaders: Andy Jones & Courtney Brennan

Description: The 88 acres known as the Cleveland Lakefront Nature Preserve began life in 1979 as a
dredge impoundment to contain spoils excavated from the Cuyahoga River. About 280 species of birds have
been recorded to date, and spring and fall migration can bring spectacular fallouts of birds.

Directions:

From I-90 W take Exit 177 for University Circle/Martin Luther King Junior Dr. Go north on Martin Luther
King Jr Dr. After the stop sign, the road turns right (east) and becomes Lakeshore Blvd. Entrance to CLNP
is on your left. Meet at the north end of the parking lot by the Cleveland Metroparks office.
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Upcoming Field Trips (continuation)

May Walk in Memory of Ed Pierce
Saturday, May 2, 2020, 8:00 AM

Firestone Metro Park's Tuscarawas Meadows Area, 2620 Harrington Road, Ak-
ron, Ohio

Website: https://birding-in-ohio.com/summit-county/firestone-metro-park/
Leader: Jim Reyda

Description: More than 175 bird species have been sighted in this area. Expect to
see resident birds, as well as spring migrants, along the circular path we'll follow.
Watch for Great Blue Heron and Osprey nests, too. Look on page 20 at the following
link for Ed's summary of 1999's spring birding at Firestone Metropark.
https://sora.unm.edu/sites/default/files/
Cleveland_Bird_Calendar_Vol095_No2_ 1999.pdf

Directions:Take [-77 S to I-76 S. Merge onto 1-277 E/US-224 E. Take exit 3 for S Main St. Turn right on S.
Main St. Turn left on East Warner Rd and left on Harrington Rd. Cross the bridge and turn left into the Tus-
carawas Meadows parking lot.

Take SR-8 S to I-77 S to I-277 W. Take exit 3 for Main St exit. Turn right on Main St and, then, follow the
directions above.

Early June at Station Road
Saturday, June 6, 2020, 8:00 AM

Cuyahoga Valley National Park's Station Road Bridge,
9141 Riverview Road, Brecksville, Ohio

Website: https://birding-in-ohio.com/summit-county/
cuyahoga-valley-national-park-station-road-towpath-
trail-summit-county/

Leader: Fred Dinkelbach

Description: Expected species in early June are Yellow-
throated, Cerulean and Prothonotary warblers and possible
late migrant Canada and Blackpoll warblers. We will head
north to the Bald Eagle nest overlook at the marsh where Hooded Mergansers also nest. .

Directions:

Take 1-77 S to the Brecksville SR-82 exit and proceed east through Brecksville. Continue 2.4 miles on SR-
82 E, Chippewa Road, to Riverview Road. Turn right on Riverview Road. At the bottom of the hill, turn left
on Valley Parkway and continue to the Station Road parking lot.

Take I-271 S to the Macedonia SR-82 exit. Continue west 4.3 miles on SR-82 W to Riverview Road. Turn

left on Riverview Road. At the bottom of the hill, turn left on Valley Parkway and continue to the Station
Road parking lot.
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Christmas Bird Count 2019

Results of the December 2019 Cleveland Christmas Bird Count

By Andy Jones
Cleveland Museum of Natural History

The Cleveland Christmas Bird Count (CBC) was conducted on Saturday, December 21st, 2019. The count is
sponsored by the Kirtland Bird Club and the Cleveland Museum of Natural History. The 15 mile diameter
circle is located on the east side of Cleveland, including the lakeshore from Cleveland Lakefront Nature Pre-
serve east to Eastlake, and featuring popular inland birding areas such as Lake View Cemetery, North Cha-
grin Reservation, and Shaker Lakes. For this year's count, observers were afield for day that was unseasona-
bly warm; a cloudy morning gave way to blue skies and a high around 50°F. Ponds were frozen but Lake
Erie and large rivers were ice free. There were a few inches of snow on the ground.

The Cleveland CBC has averaged around 76 species per year for the last half-century; this year, observers
found 79 species plus an additional 5 "count week" birds. We NEARLY broke the record! The highest counts
for this circle were in the late 1970s, when two counts hit 86 species. This year's 84 species total is the high-
est in 41 years, and the third highest in the history of the count.

What is a "count week" bird? Any species seen within the circle up to three days before or after the actual
count is allowed to be included in the overall species total. This year we had five such species. In a typical
year, we have zero or one count week species. The count week birds reported this year were Canvasback,
Barn Owl, Harlequin Duck, Lincoln's Sparrow, and Swamp Sparrow. This was the second CBC record for
Barn Owl, the second Lincoln's Sparrow record, and the third Harlequin Duck record. All five species came
from the heavily birded Cleveland Lakefront Nature Preserve. The Barn Owl had been present for most of
December, but was unfortunately not spotted during the count itself. This site stays warmer than the rest of
the Cleveland region thanks to the temperature influence from Lake Erie, and has been a consistent spot for
so-called "half-hardy" wintering birds for many years (recent years have included December sightings of
Eastern Phoebe, LeConte's Sparrow, etc.).

Many observers commented to me that they had lower overall numbers than usual, so I looked into the histo-
ry of total individuals reported on the count. Indeed, this was the lowest number of individuals in decades,
with just 6,549 individual birds counted. The December 2011, 2014, and 2018 totals were also below 10,000
birds. But the total individuals varies wildly from year to year depending on the presence of European Star-
ling roosts (over 60,000 in 1986!) and the numbers of Ring-billed and Bonaparte's Gulls as well as Red-
breasted Mergansers. Scanning through numbers of common songbirds, we were indeed lower overall, but
not by large margins.

There were few irruptive species noted this year, with no redpolls reported, a single Pine Siskin, two Red-
breasted Nuthatches, and just twenty Cedar Waxwings. A careful check at Cuyahoga County Airport turned
up a Wilson's Snipe, just the 15th record for this count. Other goodies included Merlin (5 individuals, tying
the high count), Northern Mockingbird (11 individuals, one shy of the record), Common Goldeneye (346 is
an impressive total), and Northern Saw-whet Owl (11th record for the count). Woodpeckers have been on the
increase in general this past decade; the 19 Red-headed Woodpeckers reported this year ties the record set a
few years ago, and the 115 Red-bellied Woodpeckers were 16 shy of the record set two years ago.

The count may have been shy of a record for species, but we did break the record for number of participants!
THANK YOU to the incredible eighty-five people who participated this year. I am particularly grateful to
Laura Gooch, Mary Huey, and Julie West who organize the large parties that cover the Shaker Lakes and
Willoughby areas. Both groups are very welcoming to birders of all skill levels. One of my formative birding
experiences as a teenager was joining in a local Christmas Bird Count in Tennessee, and I appreciate every-
one who brings new birders afield during the Cleveland CBC.

My thanks to Dick and Jean Hoffman for their ongoing curation of the historical data for this count.
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Christmas Bird Count 2019 (Totals)

Canada Goose

Wood Duck

Gadwall

American Black Duck
Mallard

Northern Pintail
Redhead

Ring-necked Duck
Greater Scaup

Lesser Scaup
White-winged Scoter
Long-tailed Duck
Bufflehead

Common Goldeneye
Hooded Merganser
Common Merganser
Red-breasted Merganser
Ruddy Duck

Wild Turkey

Common Loon
Pied-billed Grebe
Horned Grebe
Double-crested Cormorant
Great Blue Heron
Northern Harrier
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper's Hawk

Bald Eagle
Red-shouldered Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
Wilson's Snipe
Bonaparte's Gull
Ring-billed Gull

Herring Gull

Lesser Black-backed Gull
Great Black-backed Gull
Rock Pigeon

Mourning Dove

Barred Owl

Northern Saw-whet Owl
Belted Kingfisher
Red-headed Woodpecker
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker
Pileated Woodpecker
American Kestrel

Merlin

Peregrine Falcon

Blue Jay

783
1
2
1
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398
1
15
255
143
4
1
6
19
115
99
21
5
12
2
5
1
391

American Crow

Horned Lark
Black-capped Chickadee
Tufted Titmouse
Red-breasted Nuthatch
White-breasted Nuthatch
Brown Creeper

Winter Wren

Carolina Wren
Golden-crowned Kinglet
Eastern Bluebird
American Robin
Northern Mockingbird
European Starling
Cedar Waxwing
Yellow-rumped Warbler
American Tree Sparrow
Field Sparrow
Dark-eyed Junco
White-throated Sparrow
Song Sparrow

Eastern Towhee
Northern Cardinal
Red-winged Blackbird
House Finch

Pine Siskin

American Goldfinch
House Sparrow

Plus five count week birds:
Barn Owl

Harlequin Duck

Harlequin Duck

Swamp Sparrow
Canvasback

79 species plus 5 count week species, for a

total of 84

68
1
153
100

85

22

67
304
11
494
20

78
225
82
69
141
105

155
370
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Field Trip Report

February Field Trip Report

By Paula Lozano
Photos: Anna Kozlenko (Julnes)

~~8 On February 15, 2020, Paul Sherwood led
a hardy group of Kirtland Bird Club and
Black River Audubon Society members on
a field trip to Castalia, Ohio. About 9:00
am it was sunny and 12 F and only got up
1 to around freezing in the afternoon. With
the wind chill, it felt a lot colder all day!
The final tally was 26 species.

| Patty, Christi, Dale, Jeanne, Paul, Steve,
Paula

A variety of waterfowl was seen on the
Duck Pond, including White-fronted
Goose, Canada Goose, Trumpeter Swan,
Northern Shoveler, Gadwall, American
Wigeon, Mallard and American Black
Duck.

Trumpeter Swan

Northern Shovelers & American Wigeon
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Field Trip Report (continuation)

Gadwall

Hundreds of Horned Larks were
found along the back roads of Erie
County

After lunch at the Cold Creek Café in
Castalia, half the group stopped at
the entrance to the Castalia Fish
Hatchery where two Bald Eagles
were seen and a lot of Rainbow Trout

Rainbow Trout
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Field Trip Report (continuation)

At our next stop Eurasian Col-
lared-Dove was added to the
trip list

Eurasian Collared-Dove

Paul Sherwood’s eBird list for Castalia Pond, Erie,
Ohio, US

Feb 15,2020 8:50 AM - 10:05 AM

Protocol: Stationary

18 species (+3 other taxa)

Graylag Goose (Domestic type) 1

Greater White-fronted Goose 1

Canada Goose 500

Domestic goose sp. (Domestic type) x Canada
Goose (hybrid) 2 Farm Geese

Trumpeter Swan 7

Northern Shoveler 16

Gadwall 450

American Wigeon 18

Page 10

The last stop was on the
causeway accessed from
Bayview Drive in Bay View
(http://coastal.ohiodnr.gov/
erie/sanduskybaybridge).
Common Merganser and Rud-
dy Duck were seen there, as
well as 22 White-fronted
Geese and 2 Graylag Geese.

White-fronted Geese

Mallard 24

Mallard (Domestic type) 3
American Black Duck 4
Mourning Dove 1
Red-tailed Hawk 1
Red-bellied Woodpecker 2
Downy Woodpecker 1
Blue Jay 1

European Starling 6
House Sparrow 3

House Finch 4

American Goldfinch 8
Northern Cardinal 2
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The Cleveland Bird Calendar
Birds of the Cleveland Region and the Field Book
The Kirtland Warbler

On the web at: www.KirtlandBirdClub.org

www.clevelandbirdcalendar.com
Email address: info@KirtlandBirdClub.org

Patricia Kellner— President

Christi Carlson — Vice President

Mary Anne Romito — Treasurer

Dana Bjorkland and Fred Dinkelbach — Corresponding
secretary

Anna Kozlenko — Editor, The Kirtland W arbler
Digital Communications Coordinator

Fred Dinkelbach — Editor, Cleveland Bird Calendar
Paula Lozano — Field Trip Coordinator

Dwight Chasar — OAPI Grant Program Chair

Andy Jones — Christmas Bird Count Compiler,
Officer at large

Larry Rosche — Honorary Lifetime Member



