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KBC President’s Letter
By Patricia Kellner

Holiday greetings, members and friends!!

It’s hard to believe that it’s been five years since we met to
discuss the potential demise of the Kirtland Bird Club!

Shortly after that fateful October 2019 meeting, we hired a
consultant and planned a three-session retreat where we
began crafting a plan for revitalizing the club. COVID hit and
prevented us from having our final wrap-up session, but our
consultant Steve Sedam kindly left us with a roadmap for
moving forward.

What have we done since then?

1 - We focused on building our membership. Membership had dwindled by over
half between 2010 and 2019, and last year we came close to doubling the
membership we had in 2019.

2 - We shifted our monthly speaker meetings temporarily to Zoom, returned to
live field trips and programs when it felt safe, revitalized our website, added a
regional calendar of birding events to our website, held a series of six Birding
101 classes online, held a few Bird ID sessions, recorded videos of our meetings
and made them available on our website, and built collaborative relationships
with multiple organizations that have touchpoints for birds and birders. We
discovered a sizable appetite for virtual meetings during the winter and even
during warmer months, so we’ll keep that up! (Driving less is good environmen-
tal stewardship!)

3 - We renamed the club, adding “of Northeast Ohio” to indicate that KBC is not
in Kirtland Ohio. (On May 13, 1851, Jared Potter Kirtland's son-in-law collected
a warbler on Kirtland's Rockport farm in what today is Lakewood. Spencer
Fullerton Baird, curator of the Smithsonian Institution, who was visiting the farm
at that time, named the new species for Dr. Kirtland.)

4 - The “temporary” officers (myself and Christi Carlson) who agreed to serve on
atemporary basis at that fateful meeting 5 years ago are still in place, as are the
officers and board members who were already serving: Mary Anne Romito,
Paula Lozano, Fred Dinkelbach, Anna Kozlenko, and Toby Briskin agreed
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KBC President’s Letter (continued)

to continue serving. Ken Vinciquerra, who had worked in the background for years, joined the
Board a short time later. At our last Board meeting, newer members Al Cadesky and Sean
McNeely, who’ve both helped the club in innumerable ways in the past year, agreed to join the
Board of Directors as at-large members with specific areas of expertise and responsibility (social
media for Sean and speaker meetings for Al).

5 - KBC bylaws require that we elect new officers (President, Vice President, Recording Secretary,
Corresponding Secretary, and Treasurer) each year in May, but we suspended that process when
the pandemic hit. We’re ready to resume the process and are forming a nominating committee. If
you’re interested in serving on the Board as an officer or a member and have something you think
you can bring to our club, let a Board member know and we can provide more details. We contin-
ue to need help with publicity, membership, and field trips, and we could also use a treasurer-in-
training.

6 — We added brunch/lunch stops to our monthly field trips and added a celebration in December.
We found that when we eat together, we get to know each other better. The feedback we’ve
received is “Keep it up!”

7 —Since losing our access to meeting space at the Cleveland Museum of Natural History in 2020,
we have metin avariety of spaces: libraries, churches, The Gathering Place, Loganberry Books,
Western Reserve Land Conservancy, the Nature Center at Shaker Lakes, and on Zoom. We're still
working to find the best place or places to meet.

Finally, | think early 2025 is the right time to hold another retreat, and the Board agrees. This
retreat will be a forum where KBC members revisit our previous vision and plan and create an
updated vision and plan for the next five years. When we have more details, we’ll share them. In
the meantime, if you want to help plan the retreat, please email me atinfo@kirtlandbirdclub.org.

I’d say our KBC community has reasons to be thankful for and celebrate: birds and our fellow
birders! Wishing you a joyful holiday season!

Patty Kellner

KBC members & guests at October field trip to Wildwood Marina and Villa Angela
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Monthly Meetings

DECEMBER MEETING

Wednesday, December 4th at 7:00 PM

Speaker Meeting and Holiday Celebration

78,

Food, drink, good companionship, and an interesting talk!
Click HERE for reservations and details, including a ZOOM option

Topic: Lynds Jones, the Birdman of Oberlin
Speaker: Diana Steele

Location: Nature Center at Shaker Lakes
20600 South Park Blvd, Shaker Heights

Lynds Jones (1865-1951) was a pioneering ornithologist and
ecologist from Ohio who is responsible for many of the common
practices that recreational birders take for granted as “standard
practice” in the field, more than a century later, including keeping
lists, doing Big Days, and the Christmas Bird Count.

At Oberlin College in 1892, Jones began teaching ornithology, which
was the first course of its kind ever offered at an American college
or university.

Not only was Jones a professor at Oberlin for nearly four decades, he also had a tremendous impact on
the fields of ornithology and recreational birding. He founded both an ornithological society (The Wilson
Ornithological Society, 1888) and a journal (now the Wilson Journal of Ornithology, 1889); both are
active today. Jones was also an early pioneer and mentor in ecology and founded the first-ever
Department of Animal Ecology in 1915.

Diana Steele has been a science writer
for more than 30 years. She is an avid
birder and has birded in all 50 U.S.
States and six continents. An active
volunteer with the Black River Audubon
Society, she is a birding guide on the
Lake Erie Islands and a former board

~ member of the Ohio Ornithological
Society.
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Monthly Meetings (continued)

JANUARY MEETING
Wednesday, January 8, 2025, 7:00 PM on ZOOM

Southeastern Landscapes: Managing for Remarkable Diversity

Speaker: Andy Jones, PhD
Executive Director, Spring Island Trust
Okatie, South Carolina

Hear from Andy Jones, former Curator of Ornithology
at the Cleveland Museum of Natural History, about
what he's been up to since he left Cleveland! A return
to the South, where he grew up, landed him on Spring
Island as the chief steward of nature for this 3,000-
acre nature preserve and residential community in
South Carolina's low country between Beaufort and
Hilton Head Island. The mission of the Spring Island
Trust, where Andy is the Executive Director, is to
preserve and protect Spring Island's environment and
cultural history, providing education, expertise,

and leadership in conserving natural resources
throughout the low country.

Dr. Andy Jones is a lifelong naturalist with a passion
for the biodiversity of the southeastern United States.
Andy originally hails from Kingsport, TN, and Raleigh, NC, where his natural history interests began
early. (His first field notes - counting toads in the front yard — were written when he was five). He
studied biological sciences at the University of Tennessee and completed his PhD on the
evolutionary history of Philippine birds at the University of Minnesota.

From 2006 until early 2022, he worked as curator of ornithology at the Cleveland Museum of Natural
History. There, he continued research on birds using genetic tools, spanning topics such as the
taxonomy of terns of the world, identifying newly discovered hybrid combinations in the wild, and the
evolutionary history of boreal bird species. He also became one of the team leads on Lights Out
Cleveland, a group working with building managers to turn lights off during spring and fall migration
and coordinating volunteers to recover injured and dead birds that collided with buildings.
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Monthly Meetings (continued)

FEBRUARY MEETING

Wednesday, February 5, 2025 at 7:00 PM on ZOOM
Birds and Animals of Namibia

Speaker: Ami Horowitz

Dr. Ami Horowitz will share with us
his adventures on a Safariin
Namibia, regarded as one of the best
countries in Africa for exploring
wildlife, through his photos and
stories.

Being both a birdwatcher and a
nature photographer, he will present
the fauna seen on the trip, with a
focus on the various African birds of
southwestern Africa, as well the
interesting animals encountered on
the trip.

He will also share with us the
amazing scenery in Namibia.

Dr. Ami Horowitz is an environmental microbiologist. He is the Technical
Director of UPAH Tech, Inc., a Consulting and Service Company based in
Shaker Heights.

Dr. Horowitz has worked on waste reduction, water recirculation and
purification, and cleanup of pollution and industrial waste using biological
methods.

He has traveled to many countries around the world, exploring and
photographing various environments and their fauna and flora.
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Christmas Bird Count

Saturday, December 21, 2024, Midnight to Midnight!

Counting Birds in December is a tradition that goes back to the early twentieth century! Get
more details on how the count works HERE. Read about past Christmas Bird Counts HERE.

KBC member Laura Gooch is our Count Coordinator and
Compiler of Records.
Returning count - /
participants should
contact their group
leader.

People who want to
get involved for the
first time should
reach out to

Laura HERE.
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Field Trips

Saturday, January 4, 2025, 9:00 AM

Geauga County Backroads

Meeting place: LaDue Boathouse, 17759 Valley Road, Auburn Township, OH 44023
Leader: Matt Valencic

Please register for this field trip at info@kirtlandbirdclub.org in case of a cancellation due to weather.
Leave your name and contact information.

LaDue Reservoir: If the water is open, we will spend time here looking for waterfowl on the lake and drive
up and down Valley Road to look for birds along the edges of the road.

Unless it's frozen, our next stop will be the the Troy Wetlands, 18753 Claridon-Troy Road, Hiram, Ohio
(HERE) to look for more waterfowl and ‘edge’ birds. There are boardwalks and short trails (0.8-mile total)
there. This is the #2 Hotspot in Geauga County for 2024 (164 species). Port-o-Potty for emergencies.

Depending on the time, next we will either go to the Soltis Road area for birding or to the Market Express for
lunch.

i Market Express: This is at intersection of SR-422/SR-528 (HERE)
and has pizza by the slice, coffee/beverages galore and clean,
warm bathrooms.

Soltis Road: 1.4 miles south of Parkman on SR-88 (HERE), open
agricultural fields, large sunflower planting - also, sunflowers on
nearby Brosius Road. Look for Horned Lark, Snow Bunting,
Lapland Longspur, hordes of American Goldfinch, Red-tailed
Hawk, Northern Harrier, Sharp-shinned Hawk, and occasionally
American Pipit and Savannah Sparrow

Patch Road: 3.4 miles north of Parkman on SR-168 -
Tavern Road (HERE). Look for raptors, possible
Eastern Meadowlarks, and sparrows in the hedgerows
next to Amish farms.

On-your-own option:

Hayes Road: Start at Swine Creek Reservation (HERE)
at south end of Hayes Road and slowly drive north for
4 miles watching for birds. KEEP YOUR FLASHERS ON
AND WATCH FOR SPEEDING BUGGIES! Rough-legged
Hawk is possible and Red-tailed Hawk, American
Kestrel, Northern Harrier are likely.

Click HERE for Matt Valenic's eBird report from the January 2024 field trip.
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Field Trips (continued)

Saturday, February 8, 2025, 9:00 AM
Rocky River Reservation, Cleveland Metroparks

Location: Rocky River Nature Center, 24000 Valley Parkway, North Olmsted, OH 44017
Leaders: Bill Deininger, Dave Graskemper & Al Rand

Please register for this field trip at info@kirtlandbirdclub.org to contact you in case of a cancellation
due to weather. Leave your name and contact information.

We will join Western Cuyahoga Audubon Society's
second Saturday of the month bird walk at Rocky River
Nature Center and look for a variety of birds wintering
along the trails.

Click HERE to view 2024 eBird field trip report.
Click HERE to view Rocky River Reservation's trails.

Click HERE to view eBird's bar chart for Rocky River
Reservation.

Pileated Woodpecker

Carolina Wren
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October 19, 2024, Field Trip Report

Sandy Ridge Reservation

Leader: Fred Dinkelbach
Photos by Anna Kozlenko

The October field trip, held on the
19th, was our third consecutive
year at this location. The marsh
habitat always provides a wide
variety of waterfowl and other
semi-aquatic birds and this year
was no exception. Eight species
of waterfowl were present, and
along with the always-numerous
Canada Geese and Mallards we
had plenty of Green-winged Teal
and seven each Pintails and Gad-
wall. Missing were any members
of the Trumpeter Swan family usually seen each year - likely out foraging for the day.

Other marsh birds included American Egrets, Great Blue Her-
ons, Pied-billed Grebes, cormorants, a kingfisher, and two Bald
Eagles. Everywhere one looked there were one or two Killdeer,
and this year opposite the observation mound a Semipalmated
Plover and three Pectoral Sandpipers rounded out the shorebird
variety. An Osprey circled
above the marsh as we fin-
ished the 1.2-mile marsh
loop. Coots and Sandhill
Cranes were absent on this
day.

) Great Egret
Among songbirds two war- &

bler species, a pair of Yellow-rumped and a Palm, were found.
Total of all species was 47,
less than the 52 we tallied
here in 2023 but better than
the 35in 2022. Afterwards

Semipalmated Plover nine of us enjoyed breakfast at
nearby City Diner in North Ridgeville to cap off a very pleasant
morning of birding. See you next year!

Pectoral Sandpiper
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November 9, 2024, Field Trip Report

Rocky River Park & Bay Village

Leader: Paula Lozano
Photos by Al Cadesky, Eileen Kinney, & Paula Lozano

Our November field trip started at the Rocky
River Park with twelve participants. Much to
our delight, the weather was seasonable,
with temperatures in the 40s, mostly sunny
skies, and not too windy. From the
observation deck, we tallied seventeen
species, with only two species of ducks -
Mallard and Bufflehead and one merganser
species - Red-breasted. Everyone enjoyed
the satisfying looks of the Horned Grebe,
Common Loon, and Double-crested
Cormorant. An immature Bald Eagle was a fly
-over. At Bradstreet's Landing, we only had three species - nothing new. However, one of them
was a mature Bald Eagle, which is always a good sighting. Our trip list added Lesser Scaup and
Surf Scoter from the bluff at Cahoon Memorial Park West in Bay Village, where another trip
participant caught up with the group. We saw more Horned Grebe, Common Loon, and Double-
crested Cormorant there. A few folks heard two Pine Siskins flying overhead. We saw eleven
species at our two stops in the Huntington Reservation, the Water Tower and the Wolf Picnic Area.
One of the morning's highlights was a pair of Barred Owls roosting high in a conifer. Eastern
Bluebird, American Goldfinch, and Dark-eyed Junco completed our trip list. Finally, nine of us had
lunch at Aristo Bistro, a Chinese restaurant in Westlake, where we enjoyed sharing the morning's
sightings and the food.
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Ohio Avian Research Conference

By Anna Kozlenko

On November 16, 2024, | attended the Ohio Avian Research Conference in Columbus, Ohio,
organized by the Ohio Bird Conservation Initiative. The conference lasted from 9 amto 4 pm and
included nine oral and nine poster presentations. Most of the presentations were relevant and had
practical applications for bird conservation. | will mention here some of them that caught my
attention. To see summaries of all the presentations, click HERE.

The keynote speaker was Dr. Mumme, Professor Emeritus from
Allegheny College. His topic was "How Hooded Warblers Live and
Thrive with Cowbird Nest Parasitism." He and his team have studied
Hooded Warblers at Hemlock Hill Field Station in Pennsylvania since
2010. Their studies showed that despite the heavy parasitism of
Brown-headed Cowbirds parasitism in the study area, the
population of Hooded warblers was not declining. They noted that

¥ their adaptation for survival was having multiple broods - up to five(!)
- during the nesting season.

Graduate students of Wittenberg University studied birds feeding on insects in woodlands and
shrublands, noting that non-native shrubs heavily invaded some of the shrublands. They found that
invasive shrubs and native woody plants supported similar communities of Araneae spiders, but
natives supported a higher abundance of Hemiptera, true bugs. Then, they deployed clay model
caterpillars on different shrub species to quantify predation rates across habitats. The model
caterpillar experiment indicated that predation rates were about twice as high in shrublands as in
woodlands. Their results suggested that invasive shrubs can be central to food webs in heavily
invaded ecosystems, but they largely supported common generalist birds and arthropod taxa. They
concluded that after removing invasive shrubs, planting natives should ensure the persistence of
shrubland wildlife communities and food webs.

Another presentation | enjoyed was about the ODNR Division of
Wildlife's study of coal mines reclaimed in 1995. The
reclamation agency established large grassland areas, placing
grazing and haying contracts on the properties before they were
purchased by the Ohio
Division of Wildlife. The
authors surveyed the
grasslands to compare
grassland bird abundance
among three different
management types:
grazing, haying, and idle fields. They found out that the densities
of male Bobolinks were similar in the grazed and hayed fields but
had the highest densities in idle fields. Henslow's Sparrow
achieved their greatest densities in hayed and idle fields, with a
lower abundance in grazed fields. Eastern Meadowlark's
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Ohio Avian Research Conference (continued)

abundance peaked in grazed fields and decreased in hayed and idle fields. Similarly, Grasshopper
Sparrows achieved their highest abundance in grazed pastures. They detected fewer birds in hay
fields and no birds in the idle fields. Their work built on previous research with grassland birds,
fields and decreased in hayed and idle fields. Similarly, Grasshopper Sparrows achieved their
highest abundance in grazed pastures. They detected fewer birds in hay fields and no birds in the
idle fields. Their work built on previous research with grassland birds, highlighting the importance of
creating and maintaining structural heterogeneity in grasslands to support diverse grassland bird
communities. ODNR said that continued monitoring of grassland bird responses to management
activities will help to ensure their operations do not impact the abundance or reproduction of
grassland species.

Other presentations | enjoyed were about studying different habitats to identify the best one for
Cerulean Warbler, bird collisions with buildings at the OSU campus, the role of citizen-scientists in
Sandhill Cranes surveys, and changes in migrant behavior of Song Sparrow in connection with
urban development and climate change.

This conference widened my knowledge of the current ornithological topics in the State of Ohio
today. | highly recommend that my fellow club members attend such events in the future

Sandhill Cranes—photo credit: Jim Heflich
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JOIN KBC OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP

I would like to support the activities of Kirtland Bird Club with
my membership:

S Single membership (520)
S Household membership ($30)
S Student membership ($10)

I would also like to make a tax-deductible contribution to
support:

The speaker program - sponsor a speaker (5100)

Cleveland Bird Calendar

Unrestricted Donation

U Uk U U U U U

Total

In addition:

OF NORTHEAST OHIO

Loaner Binocular Fund — we accept cash and gently used binoculars
KBC 5cholarship Fund - to help young birders attend young birder camps

Ohio Avian Scholarship Initiative — supporting bird research (up to $1000 per grant)

> Please consider using your employer's matching gift program to donate to KBC.
# Please consider including Kirtland Bird Club in your estate plans.

Our membership year is September 1* to August 31* of the following year. People joining as new
members after March 1* will receive membership benefits through August 31* of the following year.

0O Check here if you would like to help us with any of our programs or activities — we'll be in touch!

Mame:

Address:

City: State: Zip:
Home phone: Mobile Phone:
Email:

For household membership:
Additional name(s):

Additional mobile phone(s):

Additional email(s):

Mail check to: To pay via PayPal credit card:
KBC Membership https:/fwww. kirtlandbirdclub.org/become-a-member.html

c/o Mary Anne Romito
4310 Bush Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44109

Thank you, once again, for your support of the Kirtland Bird Club!
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Kirtland Bird Club of Northeast Ohio Patricia Kellner — President
4310 Bush Ave Christi Carlson — Vice President
Cleveland, Ohio 44109 Mary Anne Romito — Treasurer
Publisher of: Fred Dinkelbach — Corresponding secretary and
The Cleveland Bird Calendar Editor, CI evel and Bird Cal end

Birds of the Cleveland Region and the Field Book

The Kirtland Warbler Toby Briskin — Recording Secretary

On the web at: www.KirtIandBir_dCIub.org \?vn;arngllenek(:_ — Newsletter Publisher, T h e Kir
www.clevelandbirdcalendar.com

Email address: info@KirtlandBirdClub.org Paula Lozano — Field Trip Coordinator

Ken Vinciquerra — Database Manager

Dwight Chasar — OAPI Grant Program Chair

Laura Gooch — Christmas Bird Count Compiler

Larry Rosche — Honorary Lifetime Member
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