KBC Meeting —Wed, Jan 8, 2025 at 7:00 PM — location: on Zoom

56 people attended

1 - Welcome by Patty Kellner

2 —Announcements
o New Board Members: Sean McCleery and Al Cadesky have joined our board of directors.

Sean, who hales from southern Ohio and now lives in Cleveland Heights with his fiancée
Kelsie, became a more intentional birder during the pandemic. Since then he has
attended KBC meetings and field trips, introduced KBC to other birders, kept ebird lists
for field trips, figured out how to use the GiveButter platform for us (big benefits, and
hopefully it will allow us to consolidate to use less apps/platforms), and helped connect
us with our speakers.
Al, who's originally from Toronto, spent a number of years on the Queen Charlotte
Islands in western Canada and then a number of year in our area, got really focused on
birds and photography when he retired a couple of years ago, joined us on a walk, then
took Sean Williams’ Ornithology course at Tri-C. He’s been involved in recruiting
speakers and will be the “go to” guy for speakers next year. He lives in Solon with his
wife Amy and spends his non-birding time babysitting some of his grandchildren
Members are invited to attend board meetings to learn about the work of our
organization and to find large and small opportunities to help the club - current areas
of need include

= Nominating Committee

=  Greeter for meetings

=  Marketing & Publicity

=  Membership

= Finance

= Newsletter

= Field Trip Leader

= Tech GURU

=  Habitat/Conservation Advocacy

= Other organizations: Metroparks, Watershed Conservancies

o Habitat/Conservation/Advocacy Note

The Cavs are building a new practice facility — windows will be bird-friendly — Nancy
Howell & | are working on helping AlA in Cleveland get a speaker on bird safety and bird-
friendly windows for one of their meetings

In Washington Senators are poised to approve a bill

Approval of Minutes — deferred due to absent secretary
Membership — we are still hoping most of last year’s members who have not renewed will do so.
Letters will go out soon to members who have not renewed. Look for a new version of our logo
on that letter & let us know what you think! (Thank you, Sean McCleery & Fred Dinkelbach)

o Field Trip Reports



o Cleveland Circle Christmas Bird Count — KBC member and compiler Laura Gooch shared
A full report will be available on the website soon. Dick Hoffman will again update his
historical records on the Cleveland Circle Christmas Bird Count.

o Upcoming KBC Field Trips

e Sat Feb 8 — Rocky River Nature

e Sat Feb 22" — Geauga Backroads with Matt Valencic — rescheduled from 1/4
o Upcoming Programs of note from other organizations

e Ornithology Course at Tri-C Eastern Campus! Register at tri-c.edu or contact
Sean.Williams@tri-c.edu or 216-987-2097 for more information

o Past KBC Programs:

e December 2024 — speaker: Diane Steele — topic: “Lynds Jones, the Birdman of Obserlin”
about an Oberlin ornithologist from the late 19" & early 20*" century, who shaped
ornithology — a link to the video recording is available on KBC website

e November —speaker: Ryan Jacobs — topic: “Research at Black Swamp Bird Observatory’
—alink to the video recording is available on KBC website

’

4 — Speaker:
o Introduction by Patty Kellner:

e Dr. Andy Jones is a lifelong naturalist, originally from Kingsport, TN, and Raleigh, NC,
where his natural history interests began at an early age. His first field notes - counting
toads in the front yard — were written when he was 5 years old. He studied biological
sciences at the University of Tennessee, and completed his PhD on the evolutionary
history of Philippine birds at the University of Minnesota.

e From 2006 until 2022, he worked as curator of ornithology at the Cleveland Museum of
Natural History. There, he continued research on birds using genetic tools, spanning
topics such as the taxonomy of terns of the world, identifying newly discovered hybrid
combinations in the wild, and the evolutionary history of boreal bird species. He also
became one of the team leads on Lights Out Cleveland, a group working with building
managers to turn lights off during spring and fall migration as well as coordinating
volunteers to recover injured and dead birds that collided with buildings. Through his
leadership at the museum dead birds were processed for the museum collections and
tissues for research were shared with other institutions throughout the world.

e Dr. Jones has also been active in nonprofit leadership. He has served as a board member
and on the research committee of Black Swamp Bird Observatory, as a board member of
Winous Point Marsh Conservancy, and as Secretary of the American Ornithological
Society. Andy has also been recognized as a Fellow of the American Ornithological
Society for his contributions to ornithology. The bio on the website of Spring Island Trust
and Low Country Institute, where Andy has been executive director since May 2022,
does have one egregious error on its website: it doesn’t mention Andy’s service on the
Board of the Kirtland Bird Club for the 16 years he was in Cleveland!


mailto:Sean.Williams@tri-c.edu

o Presentation by Dr. Andy Jones: “Southeastern Landscapes: Managing for Remarkable
Biodiversity”. The presentation was well-received, Q&A lasted about 20 minutes.

5 —Closing:

o Patty thanked our speaker and the audience, invited participants to stay on Zoom after the
recorded portion of meeting (speaker program) to greet our speaker and address any questions
related to KBC to board members.

o She announced the next meeting will be Wed 2/5/25. The speaker will be Ami Horowitz and the
topic will be Birds and Wildlife of Namibia.

6 — Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 8:59PM

A FEW SCREENSHOTS and NOTES form the meeting:
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Habitats of
Beaufort
County

~50%
of Beaufort County

is salt marsh
& tidal waters

Shoreline
approximately
13,000 years ago

Rising sea levels
after the last ice age:

® Flooded former
river channels with
sea water

® Created many sea
islands

Port Royal Sound
has:

® Very little
freshwater input

® Mostly tidal
rivers and creeks

This results in:
High salinity
waters




Tides in the South

> Atlantic Bight
Oregon Inlet 2 ft
Wilmington 4 ft
Myrtle Beach 5 ft

[ Hilton Head (PRS) 8 ft
Baileys Landing 8.5 ft (PRS)

/

Jacksonville 2.5 ft

Maritime Forest (fringe)
Bottomland Hardwood
Longleaf Pine savanna
Slash Pine savanna

Wetlands

Shell Middens (bluffs)

Spring Island
-ownership-




Cleveland’s October birds are winter birds in South Carolina — as above — Eastern Phoebe
August: 4000 Black Terns

Year round — trash bird is Painted Bunding —
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20-30% of Horseshoe Crabs are in South Carolina



