
  

President’s letter 
 Surprise – you’re it!  That’s how I felt this week when I 

raised my hand to help the KBC stay afloat – I didn’t have a 

specific role in mind, but knew I had to step up for some-

thing…and then someone asked me if I was willing to be 

President and I said yes! 

To introduce myself to those who don’t know me, I’ve been 

a KBC member for about 25 years, a birder for longer than 

that, and I’m married to a former KBC President, Jim He-

flich.  I recently retired from a job that took all of my time 

(for those who wonder why I’ve been less visible the past 

few years) and am now exploring all kinds of things.  I never 

aspired to be President, but I value the camaraderie I’ve de-

veloped with numerous KBC birders over the years – shared 

adventures, pearls of knowledge, and opportunities to just 

get out there & bird - and I didn’t want to see KBC fold. 

 

So how did KBC get to the point of almost folding?  The 

short answer: not enough people stepped up to take on the jobs to make the club run last May.  Why?  The 

answer obvious to many of us is the club doesn’t have enough active members, but the bigger question is why 

has membership dwindled in a club that’s been around for 79 years and was at one time so exclusive that it 

required prospective members have two club members recommend them?  Why has membership dwindled 

when birding is America’s number one hobby and climate change is on everyone’s mind? 

 

Back to the present:  With no elected leadership there was no speaker for our October program.  So, Mary 

Anne Romito and Fred Dinkelbach presented those members who attended the meeting with a set of options:  

fold, continue, or merge with another club.  They asked us to vote, but they insisted we answer  a ser ies 

of seven questions first.  From our responses it became clear that members want the club to continue on, want 

to continue to meet in our current location at the Cleveland Museum of Natural History, and want to see if we 

can find a way to reduce the cost of parking.  Before we could vote two other options emerged: 1) start over 

with a new slate of officers and 2) delay a decision pending a consultant-led review of what we want our fu-

ture to look like.  Those assembled proposed hiring a consultant to help us revisit our mission, create a vision, 

and chart a path going forward.  We approved creating a search committee to look into hiring a con-

sultant and we proposed allocating up to $1000 from our $14,000 treasury for a consultant.  (Per  our  

bylaws, because this amount is over $500, this proposal requires notice to members and a vote at our next  

meetmeeting).  The search committee, composed of Julie West, Linda Sekura, Irene Krise, and me.   
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When we meet next month, we’ll update everyone on the outcome of our search.  In the meantime, we 

agreed to continue with interim leadership in the positions required in our bylaws.   

 

Speaking of next month, we do have a speaker!  David Lindo, a British birder and author, will be speaking 

to us at our November 5th meeting about Urban Birding. Urban Birding is the subject of David’s 

weeklong visit to Cleveland.  He will be speaking at multiple venues and joining a number of bird walks set 

up by Western Cuyahoga Audubon Society.  Click here to learn more.  Hope to see many of us in attend-

ance and, in light of our current state, think about bringing a friend! 

 

In the meantime, I have my own set of questions to ask you. 

1 - What are your best KBC memories? 

2 - How has the KBC enriched your life? 

3 - What would you like to see KBC doing in the future? 

4 – What do you think would help KBC flourish? 

I’ll answer first, but I want to hear from you too! 

 

Best Memories – seeing Nelson’s and LeConte’s Sparrows at Mentor Marsh, seeing Orchard Orioles at the 

Bluffs, and seeing Sandhill Cranes at Sandy Ridge; watching a young Jen Brumfeld draw an Avocet from 

memory and then gradually pursue her passion and become a beloved, passionate Metroparks naturalist; 

watching teen Ben Winger give a powerpoint presentation with videos about his travels and later learning 

that adult Ben Winger has his own endowed ornithology lab, the Winger Lab of Avian Evolution, at Univer-

sity of Michigan; watching Ted Gilliland grow from a boy birder found by Paula Lozano and Bob Finkel-

stein wandering around Rocky River Park to a Professor of Economics focusing on environmental econom-

ics at Mount Holyoke College – after his environmental activism in Rocky River that saved Elmwood Park; 

seeing former ace boy birders Ethan Kistler and Phil Chaon morph into bird guides in various parts of the 

world, and watching former boy birder Lukas Padegimas chart his course as he travels the world in a quest 

to embrace all aspects of life including birds of the South Pacific - where he currently works as chief legal 

counsel to the Supreme Court of Chuuk (Federated States of Micronesia). 

 

How has KBC enriched my life?  Through great birding with KBC members Jim Heflich, Paula Lozano  

and Bob Finkelstein, Jim McCarty, Jim McCormac, and Larry Rosche to name just a few.  Through gaining 

an appreciation of the interconnectedness of the habitat we share with birds and other creatures and discov-

ering how important native plants are to making this all work. 

 

What would I like to see KBC do in the future?  I’d like to see KBC reach out to share our love for birds 

with more birders – with those yearning like I once did to see more of the birds in the bird book, not just the 

ones at my birdfeeder, with those for whom a little guidance around birds can ignite a passion, with  those 

who care about the future of the earth and its natural resources, and with those might not have an opportuni-

ty to learn about birds without us. 

 

What do I think will help KBC flourish?  I’d like to see us reach out to the public – through talks at librar-

ies, through flyers promoting activities posted where people look for them (coffee shops, libraries), and 

through finding ways to inspire young people. 

 

I want to hear from you – and from anyone you think might be interested in joining or rejoining us in our 

Kirtland Bird Club adventure!  Please spread the word! 

Again, please share these questions – and my email address: 

1 - What are your best KBC memories? 

2 - How has the KBC enriched your life? 

3 - What would you like to see KBC doing in the future? 

https://www.wcaudubon.org/urban-birding-with-david-lindo-2019.html
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4 – What do you think will help KBC flourish? 

See you at our Wednesday, November 6th meeting to hear David Lindo speak on Urban Birding at the 

Cleveland Museum of Natural History – in the Rare Book Room for this meeting only. 

May the rest of October bring you many great birds! 

Patty Kellner 

PatriciaJKellner@gmail.com 

PS - Thanks to all of you who stepped up this month: Christi Carlson as Vice President, Anna Kozlenko 

as newsletter editor, social media coordinator (with Jerry Wesley’s help), and webmaster, Mary Ann Ro-

mito as treasurer, Laura Peskin as recording secretary, Paula Lozano as field trip coordinator and Dana 

Bjorkland and Fred Dinkelbach as co-corresponding secretaries. 

November  Meeting 

Wednesday, November 6, 2019 
 

Urban Birding 
By David Lindo 
 

David Lindo is Vice-President of the Wildfowl & Wetlands 

Trust and voted 7th most influential person in Wildlife by 

BBC Wildlife Magazine, Member of the British Guild of 

Travel Writers and a Fellow of the International League of 

Conservation Writers, Proud Ambassador for Leica Birding, 

London Wildlife Trust, Rare Bird Alert, EcoNoja Feria Inter-

nacional and the Colombia Bird Fair, President of The Friends 

of Suntrap Forest Education Centre, and author of several 

books including the recently published, How to Be an Urban 

Birder. David will present on his urban birding experiences 

around the world in an effort to raise awareness and educate 

people on the importance of preservation and conservation of 

bird and wildlife habitat. Visit the Urban Birder website:  

: https://theurbanbirder.com  

Western Cuyahoga Audubon Society-WCAS 

www.wcaudubon.org, a chapter of the National Audubon Society, is pleased to announce a week of ur-

ban birding events and activities with David Lindo in Cleveland, Ohio, from November 2- 9, 2019. Da-

vid Lindo’s visit to northeast Ohio celebrates the launch of Urban Birding Cleveland, a WCAS initiative 

for all ages of local birders. David’s week long schedule of speaking engagements and birding activities 

is a perfect kick-off for the Urban Birding Cleveland initiative. The week will be filled with opportuni-

ties for the public to join David and Cleveland’s expert bird walk leaders, birders, and dedicated citizen 

scientists on a series of urban bird walks and field trips that showcase northeast Ohio’s iconic green 

spaces and birding locations in Cleveland and the surrounding Emerald Necklace. Join us! Read David's 

vision for how we can all connect to the birds and wildlife in our urban cities. Please join us to give Da-

vid a hearty Cleveland welcome and to show our support for bird and wildlife habitat in our urban spac-

es! 

Photo by Susana Sunroman 



 

The public is welcome on all field trips. Free 
ticket registration is appreciated. 
For tickets and updates: https://
www.wcaudubon.org/urban-birding-with-
david-lindo 
 
Saturday, November 2, 2019, 8:30 am 
Rocky River Reservation IBA 
Meet at: Frostville Museum, 24101 Cedar 
Point Rd, North Olmsted 
Leaders: Bill Deininger, Dave Graskemper 
and Guest, David Lindo 
 
Sunday, November 3, 2019, 8:30 a.m.   
Urban Birding in the Flats 
Meet at: Merwin's Wharf parking lot, 1785 
Merwin Ave, Cleveland  
Leaders: Tim Colborn, Liz McQuaid and    
Guest, David Lindo 

 
Monday, November 4, 2019, 8:30 am 
Birding Cleveland Lakefront 
Meet at: Cleveland Lakefront Nature Preserve parking lot, 8701 Lakeshore Boulevard 
Leaders: Jen Brumfield, Nancy Howell, Jim McCarty, and Guest, David Lindo 
 
Tuesday, November 5, 2019, 8:30 am 
Birding Lake County Lakefront 
Meet at: Headlands Beach State Park, 9601 Headlands Road, Mentor 
Leader: Rebecca Donaldson 
 
Wednesday, November 6, 2019, 8:30 am 
Urban Birding Neighborhood Walkabout 
Meet at: Civilization, 2366 W 11th St, Cleveland 
Leaders: Cleveland Residents and Guest, David 
Lindo 
 
Friday, November 8, 2019 2:00 pm 
Birding at Sandy Ridge Reservation 
Meet at: Johnson Wetland Center, 6195 Otten 
Road, North Ridgeville 
Leader: Tim Fairweather and Guest, David Lin- do 
 
Saturday, November 9, 2019, 12:00 pm                                                       
Grand Opening of the All People's Trail 
Meet at: Nature Center at Shaker Lakes, 2600 
South Park Boulevard, Shaker Heights 
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Upcoming Field Trips 

https://www.wcaudubon.org/urban-birding-with-david-lindo-2019.html?fbclid=IwAR0Varz15omGiaUSiwT1fZZN7V-UAlbSzbQp9vEtziUQlZc2EWGEVIT5Cn0
https://www.wcaudubon.org/urban-birding-with-david-lindo-2019.html?fbclid=IwAR0Varz15omGiaUSiwT1fZZN7V-UAlbSzbQp9vEtziUQlZc2EWGEVIT5Cn0
https://www.wcaudubon.org/urban-birding-with-david-lindo-2019.html?fbclid=IwAR0Varz15omGiaUSiwT1fZZN7V-UAlbSzbQp9vEtziUQlZc2EWGEVIT5Cn0


Kirtland Bird Club 

Club named in honor of Dr. Jared Potter Kirtland, Ohio Naturalist. 

Affiliated with The Cleveland Museum of Natural History. 

  

Membership Renewal Notice 

Dear KBC Member, 

  

Now is the time to renew your membership to Kirtland Bird Club for the 2019/2020 membership year. 

This year we have a number of exciting speakers lined up as well as local field trips up through Janu-

ary. For the most up to date information, please look at the Fall issue of Kirtland Warbler Newsletter or 

our website at www.kirtlandbirdclub.org.  

  

The KBC membership year begins in September so please complete the form below and, with your 

check made out to Kirtland Bird Club, bring it to the November  meeting OR mail it to Mary Anne at 

the address found below.  Alternatively, renew with a credit card at our secure online PayPal page 

http://www.kirtlandbirdclub.org/become-a-member.html 

  

Along with your membership fee please consider a tax-deductible donation to publish the Cleveland 

Bird Calendar, to increase the KBC Scholarship Fund or the general fund. Thank you for your gener-

osity. It means a great deal. 

KBC Membership Renewal 2019—2020  
  

 Print name/names as appropriate for roter:_________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 For student membership print school name:________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

 Address:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 City:_________________________________________________________________  State:_____________Zip:____________________ 

  

 E-Mail_____________________________________________________________Daytime Phone:________________________________ 
  

         
 2nd e-mail for couple members: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
   

Note: By giving your email address you agree to receive notices of two online newsletters, meeting and field trip changes and reminders.  
  

  

KBC respects your privacy and does not share member information with any other person or organization. 

 

     Single $20          Student $10 (Under age 24)    Couple/Family $30 
  

 I also include a tax-deductible contribution to KBC in support of: 
  

    $________Cleveland Bird Calendar Fund  
  

    $________KBC Scholarship Fund  
  

    $________General Donation 
  

 $__________Total Amount Enclosed (please make your check to Kirtland Bird Club)   

  

Mail this form to: KBC Membership, C/O Mary Anne Romito, 4310 Bush Ave, Cleveland, OH 44109  



 

 

Kirtland Bird Club 

4310 Bush Ave 

Cleveland, Ohio 44109  

 
 

Publisher of:  

The Cleveland Bird Calendar 

Birds of the Cleveland Region 

A Field Book of Birds of the Cleveland Region 

The Kirtland Warbler 

 
 

On the web at: www.KirtlandBirdClub.org 

            www.clevelandbirdcalendar.com 

 

Email address: info@KirtlandBirdClub.org 

Patricia Kellner— President 

 

Christi Carlson — Vice President 

 

Mary Anne Romito — Treasurer 

 

Dana Bjorkland and Fred Dinkelbach —

Corresponding secretary 

 

Laura Peskin—Recording Secretary 

 

Anna Kozlenko — Editor, The Kirtland Warbler 

 

Digital Communications Coordinator 

 

Fred Dinkelbach — Editor, Cleveland Bird Calendar   


